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JULY 2020

at Masterton District Library

Library Hours

Monday           10:00 am to 5:30 pm
Tuesday          10:00 am to 5:30 pm
Wednesday   10:00 am to 5:30 pm
Thursday       10:00 am to 6:30 pm
Friday              10:00 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday           9:30 am to 1:00 pm
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Hundreds of Haynes online repair manuals  
At your fingertips. Anytime. Anywhere.

www.haynesmanualsallaccess.com



(06) 370 6253                                                                                                    JULY 2020    |     Page 3

The Wairarapa Archive
Many people think that the key role for an 
archives is to look after old documents – 
the comic depiction of an archivist is of 
an old, grey-haired man wearing a white 
coat, stooped over an ancient tome, softly 
blowing dust off it.

In fact, much of the time is spent thinking 
about what records from today we should preserve, and how we should go 
about ensuring they will be around for future generations to discover. The 
process of appraisal is at the heart of what we do.

So, we have been spending some time thinking about how we should be 
keeping a record of the effects of Covid-19 in Wairarapa.  

Sometimes, when emergencies happen, people are so busy coping with the 
distress they are in that they do not have time to record what is happening.  
For example, there are virtually no photographs from Wairarapa that 
document the 1918 influenza pandemic.  There are no pictures of the 
emergency hospitals that were set up in various halls around the district; 
no imagery of the inhalation chambers where people were treated, and 
nothing showing how the town coped with the various restrictions that 
were being enforced.

We have gathered some photographs 
and other material relating to Covid-19 
but we would be delighted to hear from 
other Library users who documented their 
experiences over the past few months.  
Many of you will have photographs – 
perhaps some even kept diaries or 
scrapbooks that tell the story of your family’s experiences during lockdown.

We can be contacted at archives@library.mstn.govt.nz
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Story Go Round Programme
Pre-School
10:30-11:30am

Explore the world of books and enjoy 
the magic of stories and activities in 
our preschool story time. Feel free to 
bring a morning snack. Tea and coffee 
provied.  Every Wednesday during 
school term. 1 Jul, 22 Jul, 29 Jul, 5 Aug, 
12 Aug, 19 Aug, 26 Aug, 2 Sept, 9 Sept, 
16 Sept, 23 Sept

Puanga Kōhanga Te Reo 
Programme 
Pre-School
10:30-11:30am

Delivered in Te Reo but is open to all. 
Introduce your child to te reo Māori 
with stories, music and crafts.  Every 
Thursday during school term.  2 Jul, 23 
Jul, 30 Jul, 6 Aug, 13 Aug, 20 Aug, 27 
Aug, 3 Sept, 10 Sept, 17 Sept, 24 Sept

After School Club - LEGO® Play
All ages
3:30-5:30pm 

Drop in any time between 3:30 and 
5:30 pm and have fun building and 
creating with LEGO®. Every Thursday.
LEGO®is a trademark of the LEGO Group of companies which does not 
sponsor, authorize or endorse this programme. 

Book Bugs Book Club
Ages 10-13
5:30-6:30pm

For kids aged between 10-13 years old 
who love books. Fun for all with crafts, 
speakers, activities and books. 1 Jul, 5 
Aug, 2 Sept

Mission Minecraft
Ages 7+
3:30-4:30pm

Enter our minecraft world and mine, 
explore, build and share strategies 
with other minecrafters. 20 Jul, 27 Jul, 
3 Aug, 10 Aug, 17 Aug, 24 Aug, 31 Aug, 7 
Sept, 14 Sept, 21 Sept

After School Club - Crafts
Ages 8+
3:30-5:30pm 

Registration is required. 
Two Sessions: 21 Jul, 28 Jul, 4 Aug, 11 
Aug AND 18 Aug, 25 Aug, 1 Sept, 8 Sept, 
15 Sept, 22 Sept. Each session will be 
the same, so only register for 1. 

Children and Teen Programmes
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Sylvie of Navocéan
written by Poppy Sparrow and Georgia Marara

Prologue

Sylvie
My name is Sylvie, I was born in the mermaid city of Navocéan 
(pronounced Nav-oosh-ee-on). 

But I wasn’t always a mermaid. I was raised on land and had a 
Golden Retriever called Popcorn. She was always there for me 
in every situation. Little did I know that Popcorn was actually 
a seahorse and I was a mermaid! My parents, who weren’t 
actually my parents, were called Rosie and Mike, they were 
kind and loving, but strict. They too knew that I was a mermaid. 
Sadly, they passed away when I was 9, since then it’s just been 
me and Popcorn, and we’ve handled it fine.

I had many friends on land, but my best friend was, and still is, 
Sapphire. Sapphire has short brown hair and blue eyes, she 
was the second-best swimmer in the school, after me. I have 
turquoise eyes and long black hair, which I usually were in a 
long loose plait. I have always felt a connection with the water, 
it’s probably, actually obviously, because i’m a mermaid.

Creative Writing Club

The Masterton Library ran an after school creative writing club during Term 
1, that was unfortunately cut short due to Covid-19. Two of the participants 
met virtually during the lockdown and have created the first two chapters 
of their story Sylvie of Navocéan. Please enjoy their story below. The 
Creative Writing Club will be held again in Term 4. 
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Anyway, Rosie and Mike found me on the beach, wrapped up in 
seaweed, with a seahorse curled up next to me, and decided 
to take me home. When they got back, the seahorse suddenly 
transformed itself into a dog and me into a human. And so I 
lived a full life until age 14. But I’ll tell you about that later...    

Chapter 1
Popcorn
‘Yes, no argh yes, but she’s too young’  I promised the king and 
queen! Deep breaths Popcorn, in... out... in... out… oh it’s no 
use.’ 

‘She will figure it out soon anyway. Oh but the king and queen! 
But she is 14 tomorrow! Come oooon Popcorn hurry up and 
just do it!’ I argued in my head. 

‘I’ll bet no one knows it’s tricky to be a seahorse and a golden 
retriever’ I thought. Well I am and probably the first.’

 ‘Ok time to tell her, no you don’t Pop. but yes! Ahhh cat! Wait, 
I’m a dog, not a seahorse.’ 

‘Woof woof grr’ The cat meowed, yeowled and hurried away. I 
scurried to the top of the lighthouse looking at Greece below. 
To the eye an empty lighthouse but really a home for 2, odd, 
well, creatures, I guess.

‘Oh no Sylvie is coming! Ok Popcorn calm down! Ha hah’

I panted then I practically flew down the stairs to the outside.

‘Ruff ruff hurry up let’s go to the beach and play fetch!’ I hurried 
across the white glistening sand, my nose wet, my tongue 
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hanging, ‘ahh this is life!’ 
Sylvie threw my lovely blue frisbee and I flew through the air 
catching it in my mouth, the roughness of many tooth marks 
comforting in my mouth. I took it back to Sylvie so she could 
throw it again. But as she threw it my beautiful frisbee broke! 

Really, now we have to go to the market and i have to wear the 
stupid lead thing. Seahorses don’t have to wear them so why 
should I? I asked myself. 

I started digging in the sand instead. The golden sand 
whooshed over my paws, the soft gentleness comforting. As I 
was digging I saw a beautiful bone! I started gnawing straight 
away, not plankton or small fish but it’s ok I thought. I took the 
bone to Sylvie and she said ‘good girl good girl’ in her softest 
voice. I started to dig a hole next to Sylvie to bury the bone. 
Whoops, I hope I didn’t hurt sylvie! I worried. An hour later, 
Sylvie called me to go to the market. I ran in the opposite 
direction, to the bedroom, trying to distract Sylvie. Oh no, I 
thought. I have to tell Sylvie soon. She is fourteen tomorrow.

Chapter 2
Sylvie
‘I’m 14 tomorrow!’ I think about all of the things that I will be 
able to do when I’m 14, ‘Hmm, not much!’ I chuckle, then look 
out of my window down onto the beaches of Greece. Our 
lighthouse isn’t used anymore, since the new one was built a 
few years ago.

I walk up the lighthouse to find Popcorn but she rushes down 
the stairs barking, I follow her, “Hey Pop! Do you wanna play 
fetch, do you wanna play fetch? You do? You do? Let’s go!” I 
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shout, but she runs away across the soft white sand to the 
water. A second later she’s back, and begging for the frisbee, 
at least that’s what I think she’s doing. I go inside and come 
out with a blue frisbee, covered in tooth marks from the many 
times I’ve thrown it. 

Popcorn wags her tail and barks, I throw the frisbee, and she 
flies through the air like a rocket and catches it perfectly, 
but as she does a long crack appears across the middle. She 
runs back to me with the frisbee in her mouth, I throw it again 
thinking, ‘I’ll just fix it after a few more throws,’ but when 
Popcorn grabs it with her mouth, it breaks! I thought that I 
imagined it but I think that I saw a shimmer of light come out 
of Popcorn’s mouth, but she snapped her jaws and it was gone.

She began to dig, she dug and dug until she found a bone, she 
looked happy, but not satisfied. Then she came over to me and 
started digging again, when she had finished, she dropped the 
bone in the hole, covered it up, and, looking satisfied, trotted 
off. 

An hour later I yelled,“Popcorn! We’re going to the market to 
get a new frisbee! Come here so that I can put your leash on!” 
Popcorn didn’t come. I yelled again “Popcorn!” She still didn’t 
come. This time I said it a bit firmer “Popcorn! Come here 
now!” This time she slunked into the kitchen reluctantly. ‘I don’t 
understand why my dog doesn’t like to go out on the leash, 
all of my friends’ dogs do.’ “Why do I have to be so different?!” 
That I said out loud. Suddenly, I didn’t feel like going to the 
market anymore.



(06) 370 6253                                                                                                    JULY 2020    |     Page 9

THURSDAY                   
17

WEDNESDAY               
16

School Holiday Programmes

MONDAY                        
6

TUESDAY                        
7

WEDNESDAY               
8

FRIDAY                           
10

11:00am-
3:00pm:

LLC Open 
House

Mission 
Minecraft

10:30-
11:30am 
(ages 7+)

THURSDAY                   
9

3:30-5:30: 
LEGO® Play 

(all ages)

10:30am: 
Storytime: 

Matariki
 (ages 3+)

Tech 
Tuesday

10:30-
12:30pm

(ages 
6-12)**

10:30am:
The 

Ickabog 
Storytime
 (ages 4+)

MONDAY                        
14

TUESDAY                        
15

FRIDAY                           
18

Tech 
Tuesday

10:30-
12:30pm

(ages 
6-12)**

10:30am 
- noon: 
Matariki 

Cross 
Stitch 

(ages 9+)**

10:30am: 
Storytime: 

Matariki
 (ages 3+)

6:15pm: 
Disney 

Family Quiz 
Night**

10:30am: 
Story & 

Craft (all 
ages)

**Registration Required, please visit our website to secure your spot. 
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Book Ends Book Club
1-2pm

Come join us for an enjoyable hour 
of sharing books and authors. 
Members choose their own titles to 
share and discuss. Fourth Monday 
of each month. 27 Jul, 24 Aug, 28 
Sept, 19 Oct, 23 Nov

Last Thursdays Evening (LTE) 
Book Club
7-8pm

Members read the same book and 
meet to discuss it and exchange 
views. Last Thursday of each 
month. 30 Jul, 27 Aug, 24 Sept, 29 
Oct, 26 Nov

Spotlight On...

Spotlight On is a series of talks and 
performances covering a diverse 
cross section of interests within 
the community. We are always 
happy to receive suggestions and 
ideas for future Spotlight talks. 
This is a free event and everyone is 
welcome! Tea, coffee and biscuits 
are served at the end of the 
programme. 28 Jul

Write on Masterton

A writer’s get-together to explore 
creativity through the written 
word. Free and open to anyone 
who loves or longs to write. First 
Thursday of each month. 

Sit, Knit & Yarn
All ages
10am-noon

Sit, Knit & Yarn is an opportunity 
for crafty people to share their 
ideas and skills and assist each 
other.  Members knit for donation, 
most notably for newborns at 
Masterton Maternity, as well as 
working on their own projects. This 
is a free activity and everyone is 
welcome! Morning tea is provided. 
Every Friday. 

Justice of the Peace
All Ages
Tuesday’s 11am-1pm
Saturday’s 10am-noon

JP available to witness signatures, 
verify documents and more. No 
registration required.

Adult Programmes
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Device Advice
All Ages                                                                                 
11am-noon

Drop in with your technology 
questions during one of these 
weekly sessions. Staff can help 
you with eBooks, tablets, Microsoft 
office, online library resources, 
internet searching and more! Every 
Monday. 

Register for all courses now at www.steppingup.nz
or phone (06) 370 6253

Digital Seniors Masterton 
Hub
All Ages                                                                                 
10am-noon

Drop-in, free coaching for seniors 
on how to use mobile phones, 
tablets, iPad or laptops.  Every 
Wednesday.

Digital Programmes



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

JULY 2020

11am: Device 
Advice

11am: Device 
Advice

10am: Justice of 
the Peace

10am: Sit, Knit
& Yarn

10am: Digital 
Seniors

10am: Justice of 
the Peace

10am: Sit, Knit
& Yarn

10am: Justice of 
the Peace

10am: Sit, Knit
& Yarn

3:30: LEGO® Play

10am: Digital 
Seniors

10am: Digital 
Seniors

1pm: Book Ends 
Book Club

10am: Sit, Knit
& Yarn

11am: Device 
Advice

10am: Digital 
Seniors

10am: Justice of 
the Peace

10:30am: Story 
Go Round

10:30am: Story 
Go Round

3:30pm: After 
School Craft 

Club**

2pm: Spotlight 
On...

** 
Registration 
Required 
Visit our 
website to 
secure your 
spot

3:30pm: Teen 
Book Club 

10:30am: Te Reo 
Storytime

10:30am: Te Reo 
Storytime

3:30: LEGO® Play

3:30: LEGO® Play

10:30am: Miisson 
Minecraft

10:30am: Te Reo 
Storytime

11am: Device 
Advice

5:30pm: Book 
Bugs Book Club

10:30am: Story 
Go Round

3:30: LEGO® Play

7pm: LTE Book Club

6:30pm: Write on 
Masterton

10am: Digital 
Seniors

3:30pm: Miisson 
Minecraft

3:30pm: Miisson 
Minecraft

3:30pm: After 
School Craft 

Club**

10am: Sit, Knit
& Yarn

11am: Justice of 
the Peace

11am: Justice of 
the Peace

11am: Justice of 
the Peace

11am: Justice of 
the Peace

11am-3pm: LLC 
Open House

10:30-12:30: 
Tech Tuesday 
(ages 6-12)**

10:30-12:30: 
Tech Tuesday 
(ages 6-12)**

10:30am: 
Matariki Corss 

Stitch (ages 9+)**

10:30am: 
The Ickabog 

Storytime 
(ages 4+)

10:30am: Story 
and Craft
(all ages)

10:30am: 
Storytime-

Matariki (ages 3+)

10:30am: 
Storytime-

Matariki (ages 3+)

6:15pm: Disney 
Family Quiz 

Night **
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