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Follow us:
Facebook: Masterton District Library
Instagram: mstnlib
Twitter: mstnlib

Contact Us:
Masterton District Library 
54 Queen Street Masterton
PO Box 444, Masterton 5810
P: (06) 370 6253
F: (06) 377 1195
info@library.mstn.govt.nz
www.library.mstn.govt.nz

Library Hours
Monday           10:00 am to 5:30 pm
Tuesday          10:00 am to 5:30 pm
Wednesday   10:00 am to 5:30 pm
Thursday       10:00 am to 8:00 pm
Friday              10:00 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday           9:30 am to 1:00 pm

Compiled and edited by Tiffany Daubitz
tiffanyd@library.mstn.govt.nz 

The month of June was chosen for LGBT Pride Month to 
commemorate the Stonewall riots, which occurred at 
the end of June 1969. As a result, many pride events are 
held during this month to recognize the impact LGBT 
people have had in the world. 

This month at the library, we will feature Out on the 
Shelves, an online reading resource connecting rainbow 
young people with the stories that represent them. In 
our magazine this month, we feature rainbow reads 
(page 5) and the history of The Queen of Wairarapa (page 
6). 

Winters Warmers and Maths in Fun sign ups start 10 
June (pages 8-9) and we celebrate Matariki on Thursday 
13 June at 5:30. So bring the whole family out for crafts, 
waiata and refreshments (page 7). 

Tiffany Daubitz - Team Librarian, Outreach Services

Getting started with Libby

1. Install the Libby app from the app store on your 
Android, iOS (iPhone/iPad/iPod touch), or Windows 10 
device.

2. In Libby, follow the prompts to fi nd your library and 
sign in with a valid library card number and PIN.

3. Browse your library’s collection and borrow a title. 

4. Borrowed titles appear on your Shelf and download to 
the app automatically when you’re on Wi-Fi so you can 
read them when you’re offl  ine.

Happy Reading!

Did you know that you can stay updated with what’s 
going on at the library by signing up for our email 

newsletter? Receive the Shelf Life 
before it gets printed and download 
it to your phone, tablet or computer. 
Visit https://library.mstn.govt.nz/
my-library/shelf-life/ to sign up now.

From the EditorIN THIS ISSUE

ONLINE NEWSLETTER
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From your Library... Masterton Library  -  Libraries Transform

Changes are the order of the day at Masterton District Library.

This edition of the newsletter recognises the significance of Matariki – The Maori New Year.

The Library will be celebrating its own New Year for the end of June with the major part of the 
seismic work completed and hopefully the Library Learning Centre in action, as well as ringing in 
some changes to the staff.

As those of you who read this editorial will already know our Children’s and Youth Services Librarian 
extraordinaire Jane has deserted us to retire and read books and spend time with her family.  We 
have appointed our Outreach Librarian Tiffany Daubitz to this position starting the 24th June. As we 
will need to replace Tiffany this is will not the only change that will take place in our staff.  Georgia-
May Rutene our Takawaenga will be taking parental leave from the beginning of September and we 
will fill her position fixed term.

I was privileged to attend 
the Public Libraries of 
New Zealand Forum 
in Christchurch at the 
incredible and amazing 
new Christchurch City 
Central Library, Turanga. 
The Forum focussed on 
collaboration, national 
initiatives, the National 
Data Collection of 
statistics and looked at 
the challenges facing 
public libraries.

Masterton Library prepared this summary of the National Statistics for the Forum. The statistics 
supplied by Masterton library compare very well with those of other libraries on a population basis. 
We issued 29 items per active borrower – the national average - despite having a much smaller 
collection size comparative to most other libraries.

There are many exciting changes and challenges for public library services in the 21st Century and we 
are aware of the need to have the staff, services and resources to meet these. 

Matariki and Pride month are all about land where 
we live and how we live with each other. The 
Library has resources and access to information 
to assist each and every one of us to live the best 
lives we can in the place that we want to be. 

Sandy Green, Library Manager

The library will be 
closed Monday 3 
June for Queens 

Birthday. 
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What We’re Reading
Tiffany is reading... Less by Andrew Sean 
Greer

Humorous - LGBTQ - Friendships

Receiving an invitation 
to his ex-boyfriend’s 
wedding, Arthur, a 

failed novelist on the eve of his fiftieth 
birthday, embarks on an international 
journey that finds him falling in love, 
risking his life, reinventing himself, 
and making connections with the 
past. FN GREE

Janet is reading... Conversations with 
friends by Sally Rooney

Ireland - Friendships - 
Relationships 

“[Sally] Rooney has 
managed to take something old, the 
romance novel, and make it new: 
Frances is a bisexual communist 
student, allergic to expressing 
emotion, and her love affair is with a 
married man, and yet the book makes 
no attempt to make a moral stand on 
fidelity or punish its characters for 
their passions. The effect is, frankly, riveting, and creates 
a peculiar sensation of danger…An addictive read.” - Rufi 
Thorpe FN ROON

Thea is reading...The good doctor: breaking 
the rules, making a difference by Lance 
O’Sullivan

Māori - Physicians - Biography

Raised in Auckland 
by a solo mother, he 

had a modest upbringing typical 
of the time, if one chequered with 
difficulties. After being expelled from 
two schools, Lance could have gone 
off the rails. Instead, he found his way 
at Hato Petera College, connecting 
with his Māori ancestry, and going on 
to study medicine. After a brief but 
outstanding career working as a GP in 
the public health system, Lance and his wife Tracy quit

their day jobs to set up a ground-breaking practice in the 
Far North that offers free healthcare to the many who 
can’t afford it. ANF 926.1 OSU

Lynn is reading... The memory of you by 
Catherine West

Christian Fiction - Wineries - Family 
Secrets

Thirteen years ago, 
Natalie lost a part of 

herself when her twin sister died. Will 
traveling back to the family winery 
finally put the memory to rest, or 
will it completely destroy her? After 
learning her beloved grandfather 
had a heart attack, Natalie Mitchell is 
forced to return to their family-owned 
winery in Sonoma, something she 
never intended to do. In this inspiring, 
emotionally astute story, West does an exquisite job 
depicting the complexity and messiness of overcoming 
trauma. FN WEST

Cindy is reading... If only I could tell you by 
Hannah Berkermanh

Women’s Fiction -  Families -  
Contemporary romance

Audrey’s family 
has fallen apart. Her two grown-
up daughters, Jess and Lily, are 
estranged, and her two teenage 
granddaughters have never been 
allowed to meet. A secret that echoes 
back thirty years has splintered the 
family in two, but is also the one thing 
keeping them connected. As tensions 
reach breaking point, the irrevocable 
choice that one of them made all 
those years ago is about to surface. After years of secrets 
and silence, how can one broken family find their way 
back to each other? FN BERK

If you ever need help choosing your next read, 
stop by the front desk and ask one of our 

librarians. We can suggest titles based on your 
reading interest.
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The secrets of Sam & Sam
by Susie Day

Sam likes being 
a twin. He likes 
having two mums. 
He likes cheese 
sandwiches and his 
dog and drawing 
comics with his 
friend Pea. His twin 
sister Sammie likes 
being a twin too. 
She knows that 
she’s perfect best friend material for 
somebody - the girls in her class just 
haven’t realised yet. And she knows 
that she’s the best Sam - Sam A. Both 
Sam and Sammie - and everybody 
in their lives seems to be keeping 
secrets - which ones will come out? 
JF DAY

Julian in a mermaid
by Jessica Love

A glimpse of 
three women 
dressed as 
mermaids leaves 
one boy fi lled 
with wonder and 
ready to dazzle 
the world. PB L

Raising the transgender child: a 
complete guide for parents, families & 

caregivers
by Dr. Michele Angello & Alisa Bowman

A complete guide 
for parents, 
teachers, 
practitioners, 
and caregivers 
of transgender 
children. Written by 
top experts in the 
fi eld, this complete 
and compassionate 
guide includes fi rst-hand stories from 
families, the most up-to-date science, 
and all the advice parents need to 
raise happy, confi dent, transgender 
children. PAR 306.874 ANG

Who is Vera Kelly?
by Rosalie Knecht

“Knecht’s novel 
is a slow-burn 
espionage thriller, a 
complex treatment 
of queer identity, 
and an immersive 
period piece all 
rolled into one 
delectable page-
turner . . . Vera 
Kelly introduces 
a fascinating new spy to literature’s 
mystery canon—one we hope sticks 
around long beyond this snappy, 
intimate debut.” FN KNEC

Hudson & Halls: the food of love
by Joanne Drayton

Hudson & Halls: 
The food of love 
is more than 
just a love story. 
It is a tale of 
two television 
chefs who 
helped change 
the bedrock 
bad attitudes of a nation in the 1970s 
and 80s to that unspoken thing - 
homosexuality. Becoming reluctant 
role models for a `don’t ask, don’t tell’ 
generation of gay men and women 
who lived by omission, they were also 
captains of a culinary revolution that 
saw the overthrow of Aunty Daisy and 
Betty Crocker and the beginnings 
of Pacifi c-rich, Asian-styled 
international cuisine. ANF 920.71 HUD

Saving Alex
by Alex Cooper 

A memoir from 
Alex Cooper, who 
knew she was 
holding a secret 
that could shatter 
her family, her 
church community, 
and her life. Yet 
when this secret 

couldn’t be hidden any longer, she 
told her parents that she was gay, and 
the nightmare began. She was driven 
from her home in Southern California 
to Utah, where, against her will, her 
parents handed her over to fellow 
Mormons who promised to save Alex 
from her homosexuality. ANF 920.72 
COO

Body music 
by Julie Maroh

A collection of 
21 vignettes 
about love. 
The characters 
in Body Music 
behave just like 
real people in love 
— bumbling along, 
second-guessing 
themselves and 
hurting each other — but their pure 
hearts and capacity for self-scrutiny 
set them apart from most of the 
lovers you’ll encounter in real life. How 
often, really, do we act as our best 
selves in our amorous pursuits? Maroh 
imagines a world in which we almost 
always do.  YG MAR 

Invisibly breathing
by Eileen Merriman

Sixteen year old 
Baily Hunter, a judo 
practitioner with 
a crippling stutter, 
moves to Wellington 
because of his 
family’s fi nancial 
diffi  culties. Soon 
after arriving at 
his new school 
he falls for Felix 
Catalan, an awkward, anti-social boy 
obsessed with prime numbers and 
Lego fi gurines. Both boys experience 
fi rst love and explore the uncertainty 
of a same-sex relationship. They 
are tested by their insecurities and 
outside forces of bullying, parents 
who struggle to support them and 
domestic violence. YA MERR

Celebrate Pride Month
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From the Wairarapa Archive

The Queen of Wairarapa

Over the years Masterton has had its share of interesting characters and pharmacist, photographer 
and stage performer Robert Gant must rank among the top echelon of these.  

Born in England in 1854, Gant came to New Zealand in 1876, working as an apprentice chemist in 
Wellington but also performing on the stage.  Almost from the start he played female roles under 
the stage name of ‘Cecil Riverton’.  He was a notable success, especially in Gilbert and Sullivan 
roles – the Otago Daily Times saying he was the ‘funniest Buttercup yet’. 

In the early 1880s Gant came to Masterton, and for a decade was a performer on the Masterton 
stage, and set about constructing an amazing glimpse into the life of young men in Masterton.  He 
combined his chemistry knowledge and his love of theatricality in photography, providing us with a 
heritage collection of young men in the 1880s.

These photographs were 
collated into albums and given 
as gifts to some of his friends.  
At least two of these survived 
well into the late-1900s.  As well 
as illustrating the affection (and 
sometimes love) that existed 
between men, he also displayed 
some of his own obsessions – 
many of the photographs show 
close-ups of shoes, while a 
large number feature staged 
execution scenes.

In 1891 Gant left New Zealand 
for Europe where he came 
under the infl uence German 
photographer Baron Wilhelm von Gloeden.  On 
his return he took up business in Greytown, his 
photography now showing classical allusions.

While in Greytown he met his long-term partner Charles Haigh, the two living for many years in 
Seatoun.

The Wairarapa Archive holds over fi fty photographs by Robert Gant, while the Masterton District 
Library holds a copy of Chris Brickell’s story of his life, ‘Manly Affections, the photographs of 
Robert Gant, 1885-1915’.

Gareth Winter, District Archivist 

Robert Gant in a staged execution pose: Photograph c. 1900Robert Gant in a staged execution pose: Photograph c. 1900
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Matariki
Matariki is the Māori name for a group of stars known 
as the Pleiades star cluster. The Māori New Year 
is marked by the rise of this star cluster and the 
sighting of the next new moon. In 2019, the Matariki 
cluster will set on 27 May and return from 25-28 
June. The Matariki period is 25 June-3 July. 

The physical appearance of Matariki in the sky was 
traditionally used by a tohunga (a priest or expert) as 
a forecast of the year ahead. Clear and bright stars 
signalled warm and productive seasons, and hazy or 
shimmering clusters meant a cold winter was coming 
and ground for crops was prepared accordingly.

Each iwi has their own stories and perspectives 
about Matariki. Today Matariki is generally seen as 
an important time to celebrate the earth and show 
respect for the land. It is also a time to acknowledge 
those who have passed away and plan for the year 
ahead. Matariki is a good opportunity for Māori 
communities to share their stories and culture 
with other New Zealanders, and many events and 
activities are planned throughout the country. 

Celebrating Matariki: a Story from 
New Zealand

by Jill MacGregor

Te kī taurangi a puanga: he 
pūrākau Matariki

by Kirsty Wadsworth

Twinkle Twinkle Matariki
by Rebecca Larsen

Ngā Whetū 
Matariki i 

Whānakotia (The 
stolen stars of 

Matariki)
by Miriama Kamo

Matariki: te whetū 
tapu o te tau 

(Matariki: the star of 
the year)

by Rangi Matamua

Tawhirimātea : a song for Matariki
by June Pitman-Hayes

The little Kiwi’s Matariki
by Nikki Slade-Robinson

Matariki at the Library 
Come help us celebrate Matariki at the 
library with an evening of craft, waiata 

and refreshments.

Thursday 13 June
5:30-7pm
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Maths is Fun 2019 – Shapeshifters 

8-11 July
Signups start 10 June

MATHS is Fun

Some say ‘Maths is boring’, ‘Maths is scary’, ‘I hate Maths’! Over the coming holidays we will show 
you that to the surprise of many, Maths is Fun! 

The team at Masterton District Library have this wonderful activity fi lled, free programme 
ready for your children these school holidays. Shapeshifters is designed for all primary and 
intermediate children to interact with the real world about them, and all of the hidden maths that 
we use every day.

This programme which is funded the Eastern and Central Community Trust, and managed by 
REAP Wairarapa has been running in many forms since 2004, with approximately 12,000 children 
participating in that time.

Shapeshifters is also for the whole family, and parents are encouraged to participate with their 
children both at the venue and at home. 

Shapeshifters will be delivered at the Masterton Library during the July school holidays by 
experienced teachers. Each child registering for the programme will spend the equivalent of one 
day, broken into appropriate sessions and they will receive a fun take-home pack, of relevant 
equipment and games to use with family at home. There will be a Whanau Finale at the end of the 
programme, with a family maths challenge and to celebrate the efforts of the participants with 
their families.

Registrations for this great holiday programme will start at Masterton Library on 10 June. 
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Winter Warmers Reading Programmes

Winter Warmers Reading Programme

Reading Under the Stars
24 June- 2 August

Winter Warmers is a free 6 week reading programme in which 
children receive incentives by completing 10 book reviews, 

checking in at the library after reading 5 and 10 books. Ages 3-12.

Signups start 10 June



Shelf Life          Masterton District Library   

Page 10     |   June 2019                                                                                                                        www.library.mstn.govt.nz

Device Advice
All Ages                                                                                 
11am-noon

Drop in with your technology 
questions during one of these 
weekly sessions. Staff can help you with eBooks, tablets, 
Microsoft offi  ce, online library resources, internet 
searching and more! Every Monday. 

Technology HelpYouth Programmes

Register now at
www.steppingup.nz

or phone
(06) 370 6253

Spark Jump Workshops
Adults with school aged children

Spark Jump is for families with children who do not have 
an internet connection in their homes. $10 for 30GB, 
pre-pay service with no fi xed contract. Free wifi  modem. 
Registration Required.

Thursday 20 June 6-8pm at the Library

Visit steppingup.nz to register

Story Go Round Programme
Pre-School
10:30-11:30am

Fun with stories, music and crafts. 
Every Wednesday during school term. 
Dates: 12 June, 19 June, 26 June

Puanga Kōhanga Te Reo Programme 
Pre-School
10:30-11:30am

Delivered in Te Reo but is open to all. Introduce your 
child to te reo Māori with stories, music and crafts.  
Every Thursday during school term. 
Dates: 6 June, 13 June

Lego Play in the Library
All ages
4:00-6:00pm 

Drop in any time between 4 pm and 6pm and have fun 
building and creating with Lego bricks. Every Thursday 
during school term.

Hour of Code
All ages 
3:30-4:30pm

Hour of Code is a one-hour 
introduction to computer 
science programme designed 
to demystify “code”. Students 
will need to register for each session they want to 
attend. Wednesday’s during school term. Registration 
Required.
Dates: 12 June, 19 June, 26 June

Tech Club
Ages 10-14
3:30-4:30pm                           

Interested in the exciting world 
of technology? Join our tech club 
and experiment with new and 
exciting technologies including 

spheros, virtual reality, robotics, app building, 
video game design, circuitry and electronics, 
3D printers and more. Tech Club is a term long 
programme and students must be able to attend all 
sessions. Thursday’s during school term. Registration 
Required.
Dates:  6 June, 13 June, 20 June, 27 June

Microsoft Word 2
Tuesday 4 June, 10am-noon

Having mastered the formatting tools in Word 1, 
this course focuses on using these tools to edit 
documents.

Intro to Spreadsheets
Tuesday 11 June, 10am-noon

You will learn how to use Microsoft Excel to create a 
simple spreadsheet

Intro to Slideshows
Tuesday 25 June, 10am-noon

You will learn how to use PowerPoint to create 
personalised slideshows.



If registration is required, please visit
our website to reserve your spot

www.library.mstn.govt.nz
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Justice of the Peace
All Ages
10am-noon

JP available to witness signatures, 
verify documents and more. Every 
Saturday. No registration required. 

Book Ends Book Club
Adults
1-2pm

Come join us for an enjoyable hour of sharing books 
and authors. Members choose their own titles to share 
and discuss. Fourth Monday of each month.
Dates: 24 Jun, 22 Jul, 26 Aug, 23 Sept, 21 Oct,
25 Nov

Last Thursdays Evening (LTE) Book Club
Adults
7-8pm

Members read the same book and meet to discuss it 
and exchange views. Last Thursday of each month.
Dates: 27 Jun, 25 Jul, 29 Aug, 26 Sept, 31 Oct,
28 Nov

Book Clubs
Sit, Knit & Yarn
Adults    
10am-noon

Sit, Knit & Yarn is an opportunity 
for crafty people to share their 
ideas and skills and assist each 
other with their knitty problems.  
Members knit for donation, most notably for newborns 
at Masterton Maternity, as well as working on their own 
projects for family and friends. This is a free activity and 
everyone is welcome! Morning tea is provided. Every 
Friday. 

Write on Masterton
Adults      
6:30-8pm

A writer’s get-together to explore 
creativity through the written 
word. Free and open to anyone 

who loves or longs to write. First Thursday of each month.  
Dates: 6 June,4 July, 1 Aug, 5 Sept, 3 Oct, 7 Nov, 5 Dec

Spotlight On...Richard Hall
The Eye of Ra: Climate Change and 
the rise and fall of civilizations
All Ages      
25 June, 2-3pm

In ancient times the Sun (Ra) was 
worshiped as a god.  And well might we 
worship this star; for it is the be-all and end-all of life on 
Earth.  Once thought to be “perfect” and unchanging, we 
now know that the Sun slowly fl uctuates in brightness 
shifting and changing the climate on Earth.  In this 
presentation by Richard Hall we look at solar activity and 
the ways in which it was responsible for the rise and fall 
of civilizations.  Here too we fi nd the origin of some of 
the great of myths and legends of antiquity.

Spotlight On is a series of talks, performances and 
presentations covering a diverse cross section of 
interests within the community. We are always happy to 
receive suggestions and ideas for future Spotlight talks. 
This is a free event and everyone is welcome! Tea, coffee 
and biscuits are served at the end of the programme. 

Advocates & Offi  cers

Social Enrichment
Book Bugs Book Club
Ages 10-13
5:30-6:30pm

For kids aged between 10-13 
years old who love books. Fun 
for all with crafts, speakers, 
activities and books. 
Dates: 5 June, 3 July, 7 Aug, 4 
Sept, 2 Oct, 6 Nov, Finale-TBC



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23

30

24 25 26 27 28 29

*
Registration 

Required
Visit our website 
to reserve your 

spot
www.library.
mstn.govt.nz

JUNE 2019

10:00 - Sit, Knit & 
Yarn

10:30 - Puanga 
Kohanga Te Reo  

Storytime

5:30 - Book Bugs        
Book Club at the 

Wairarapa Archive

1:00 - Book Ends 
Book Club

7:00 - LTE Book 
Club

2:00 - Spotlight 
On...Richard Hall 

Eye of Ra

6:30 - Write on 
Masterton

10:00 - Justice of       
the Peace

3:30 - Tech Club*

3:30 - Hour of 
Code*

4:00 - Lego Play

5:30 - Matariki

Winter Warmers 
and Maths is Fun 

Signups start 
today!!!

CLOSED
for

WINTER WARMERS READING PROGRAMME

10:00 - Stepping Up 
Microsoft Word 2*

10:00 - Stepping Up
Intro to 

Spreadsheets*

6:00 - Stepping Up 
Spark Jump*

10:00 - Stepping Up
Intro to

Slideshows*

11:00 - Device 
Advice

3:30 - Hour of 
Code*

3:30 - Hour of 
Code* 3:30 - Tech Club*

3:30 - Tech Club*

3:30 - Tech Club*

4:00 - Lego Play

4:00 - Lego Play

4:00 - Lego Play

10:30 - Story Go 
Round

LIBRARY 
CLOSED

for earthquake 
strengthening

10:00 - Justice of       
the Peace

10:00 - Justice of       
the Peace

10:00 - Justice of       
the Peace

10:00 - Justice of       
the Peace

10:00 - Sit, Knit & 
Yarn

10:00 - Sit, Knit & 
Yarn

10:00 - Sit, Knit & 
Yarn

10:30 - Puanga 
Kohanga Te Reo  

Storytime

10:30 - Story Go 
Round

10:30 - Story Go 
Round

11:00 - Device 
Advice

11:00 - Device 
Advice

Connecting rainbow young people with 
the stories that represent them

7

Out on the Shelves Campaign Week June 17 – 23
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