
What We’re Reading
Page 4

From the Wairarapa 
Archive
Page 6

Did you know...
Page 7

Tips & Tricks
Page 9

Shelf Life
January 2019     |     Issue 42



Shelf Life          Masterton District Library   

Page 2     |    January 2019                                                                                                                       www.library.mstn.govt.nz

From Your Library.........................................3
What We’re Reading......................................4
New Books.....................................................5
From the Wairarapa Archive.........................6
Did you know?...............................................7
Book Riot’s READ HARDER CHALLENGE.......8 
Tips & Tricks from your library......................9
Library Programmes................................10-11
January 2019 Calendar.................................12

Follow us:
Facebook: Masterton District Library
Instagram: mstnlib
Twitter: mstnlib

Contact Us:
Masterton District Library 
54 Queen Street Masterton
PO Box 444, Masterton 5810
P: (06) 370 6253
F: (06) 377 1195
info@library.mstn.govt.nz
www.library.mstn.govt.nz

Library Hours
Monday           10:00 am to 5:30 pm
Tuesday          10:00 am to 5:30 pm
Wednesday   10:00 am to 5:30 pm
Thursday       10:00 am to 8:00 pm
Friday              10:00 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday           9:30 am to 1:00 pm

Compiled and edited by Tiffany Daubitz
tiffanyd@library.mstn.govt.nz 

On the cover this month is a collage of our report ins 
for the summer reading programme. Participants read 
4 books over the summer to help halt the summer slide 
(the slump in reading and learning levels in children over 
the summer break). The summer reading programme 
is one way in which the Masterton Library is creating a 
strong community.

In 2019, each monthly magazine will feature a “BECAUSE 
statement” about how libraries can transform 
communities and people. 

We would love to hear from you about how the Masterton 
Library has transformed your life, and maybe your 
statement will be featured in the next magazine. Leave 
your “BECAUSE”statement in our guest book at the front 
desk, or email me at tiffanyd@library.mstn.govt.nz

Tiffany Daubitz - Team Librarian, Outreach Services

Getting started with Libby

1. Install the Libby app from the app store on your 
Android, iOS (iPhone/iPad/iPod touch), or Windows 10 
device.

2. In Libby, follow the prompts to fi nd your library and 
sign in with a valid library card number and PIN.

3. Browse your library’s collection and borrow a title. 

4. Borrowed titles appear on your Shelf and download to 
the app automatically when you’re on Wi-Fi so you can 
read them when you’re offl  ine.

Happy Reading!

Did you know that you can stay updated with what’s 
going on at the library by signing up for our email 

newsletter? Receive the Shelf Life 
before it gets printed and download 
it to your phone, tablet or computer. 
Visit https://library.mstn.govt.nz/
my-library/shelf-life/ to sign up now.

ONLINE NEWSLETTER

From the EditorIN THIS ISSUE
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From your Library...
Masterton Library  -  Libraries Transform

It is 2019 and another year has begun. Your Library has a 
work plan for the fi nancial year which is July to June and 
each January is a time to review the progress to achieving 
the tasks on the work plan. 

So far this work plan year we have
• Made 30 visits to rest homes.
• Issued 129,399 items and increased our issues over the 
previous year for the last 3 months of the year
• Delivered over 350 digital and literacy programmes.
• Had funding approved for the Library Learning Centre 
and started the project.
• Added 17,753 new books to our collections.
• Provided services for you when you made almost 
80,000 visits to the Library.
• Promoted SMART Library services online with Book 
Alerts.
• Connected over 60 more families to the Internet 
through Spark Jump.

Looking forward to the second half of the year we hope to 
• Continue to increase the issues over those of the 

Last month, our Digital Services Librarian, Angela 
participated in the MOVING ON Conference held 
at Kuranui College. With 8 schools participating, 
Angela ran three 1 hour long robotic programming 
sessions. During these sessions, students learned 
how to programme Edison Bots, which are robots 
that teach kids computational thinking and computer 
programming in a hands-on way. 
The students had to navigate their robot through a 
set of “mazes” which were taped out on the fl oor. For 
the fi nale, teams had to “race” to the wall. They had to 
programme the robots without using measuring tools 
and without a test run, so a lot of planning and thinking 
were required. The aim was to get their robot closest 
to the wall without touching it. It was a fun way as a 
group to end each session with everyone participating 
and cheering on the other teams.

LIBRARY HIGHLIGHTS
BECAUSE 
THE SUMMER 
SLIDE ISN'T 
PLAYGROUND 
EQUIPMENT.

previous year.
• Complete the Library Learning Centre project and 
deliver new opportunities for our community to engage 
with digital technology and learning.
• Add even more new books to our collections to 
encourage you to make more visits to your library.
• Make our Shelf Life magazine available by email – ask 
about this service.
• Help to bridge the digital divide through making Spark 
Jump available to even more of our community.
• Continue to engage with our community and offer 
specialist services where they are needed.

We are your Library and welcome your comments 
and suggestions please talk to the staff or add to our 
comments book.

Have a great New Year and keep reading and using your 
Library in 2019. 

Sandy Green, Library Manager
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What We’re Reading
Tiffany is reading...Tony’s Wife by Adriana 
Trigiani 

World War II - Historical Fiction - 
Romance

Set in the lush Big 
Band era of the 1940s 
and World War II, 
this spellbinding saga from beloved 
New York Times bestselling author 
Adriana Trigiani tells the story of two 
talented working class kids who marry 
and become a successful singing 
act, until time, temptation, and the 
responsibilities of home and family 

derail their dreams. FN TRIG

Charlotte is reading...The guilty feminist 
by Deborah Frances-White

Feminism - Memoir - Essays

Funny & frank essays 
about embracing 
both feminism and 
our imperfections, from the host of 
the hit comedy podcast The Guilty 
Feminist. From confidence to crying, 
from motherhood to activism, Deborah 
Frances-White explores what it means 
to be a 21st century woman in a way 
that will make you laugh and think. ANF 
305.42 FRA

Sandy  is reading...Stasi wolf by David 
Young

Mystery- Crime - Histroical Fiction

East Germany, 1975. 
Karin Müller, sidelined 
from the murder squad 
in Berlin, jumps at the 
chance to be sent south to Halle-
Neustadt, where a pair of infant twins 
have gone missing. But Müller soon 
finds her problems have followed her. 
Halle-Neustadt is a new town - the 
pride of the communist state - and she 

and her team are forbidden by the Stasi from publicising 
the disappearances, lest they tarnish the town’s flawless 
image. Meanwhile, in the eerily nameless streets and 
tower blocks, a child snatcher lurks, and the clock is 
ticking to rescue the twins alive. FN YOUN

Georgia-May is reading...The disturbed 
girl’s dictionary by NoNieqa Ramos

Young Adult - Family Problems - Magic

Macy’s school officially 
classifies her as 
“disturbed,” but Macy 
isn’t interested in how others define 
her. She’s got more pressing problems: 
her mom can’t move off the couch, 
her dad’s in prison, her brother’s been 
kidnapped by Child Protective Services, 
and now her best friend isn’t speaking 
to her. Writing in a dictionary format, 

Macy explains the world in her own terms—complete 
with gritty characters and outrageous endeavors.  YA 
RAM

Thea  is reading...Clay Gully: Stories from 
an Apple Orchid by Sally van Gent

Biography - Country Life - Australia

Sally van Gent wonders 
how to utilise the 
beautiful land of Clay 
Gully. Goats? A vineyard? Remembering 
the sweet fruit she ate as a child she 
decides to establish a heritage apple 
orchard. She sets to work - and soon 
enough, rains falter, bugs, birds and 
feral animals attack the trees, and a 
snake takes refuge in the leg of her 

jeans. As the drought takes its toll and animals in the 
surrounding bush begin to suffer, Sally fights to keep 
her orchard alive. LP 634.11 GEN

Rachel is reading... The oversight by 
Charlie Fletcher

Murder - Fantasy - Histroical Fiction

The end always happens 
faster than you think. 
Once there were 
hundreds of members of the Oversight, 
the brave souls who guard the borders 
between the mundane and the magic. 
Now there are only five. When a 
vagabond brings a screaming girl to 
the Oversight’s London headquarters, 
she could answer their hopes for new 

recruit, or she could be the instrument of their downfall. 
FN FLET
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ADULT FICTION

Ways to hide in winter
by Sarah St.Vincent

A young widow 
living in the 
Pennsylvania 
mountains and 
fl ipping burgers 
for hunters and 
hikers befriends 
a stranger and 
becomes embroiled 
in a manhunt after 
he confesses to committing a terrible 
crime in his home country. FN STVI

The Overstory
by Richard Powers

An epic story of 
four environmental 
activists 
attempting to resist 
ecological greed 
and destruction 
in the Pacifi c 
Northwest as they 
discover just how 
important the 
world’s forests are to human survival. 
FN POW

The new girl
by Ingrid Alexandra

When Rachel 
moves into Mary’s 
spare room, 
everyone feels 
there’s something 
strange about her. 
When she starts 
sleepwalking, 
Mary’s fears 
grow. But there’s 
something about the new girl that 
Mary can’t help but trust, and having 
recently escaped a toxic relationship, 
she needs the support. Rachel 
becomes a friend and an ally, and Mary 
soon discovers that Rachel seems to 
know more than she should. FN ALEX

ADULT NON-FICTION

Brief answers to the big questions
by Stephen Hawking

The world-famous 
cosmologist and 
author of A Brief 
History of Time 
leaves us with 
his fi nal thoughts 
on the biggest 
questions facing 
humankind. ANF 
500

Black Klansman : a memoir 
by Ron Stallworth

The extraordinary 
true story of the 
black detective 
who goes 
undercover to 
investigate the 
KKK. ANF 332.42 
STA

How to give up plastic : a guide to 
saving the world, one plastic bottle at 

a time
by Will McCallum

This accessible 
guide, written by 
the campaigner 
at the forefront 
of the anti-plastic 
movement, will 
help you make the 
small changes 
that make a big 
difference, from 
buying a reusable 
coffee cup to running a clean-up at 
your local park or beach. ANF 363.728 
McC

New Books
CHILDREN & TEEN

The incorrigible children on Ashton 
PlaceL Book VI: The long lost home

by Maryrose Wood

In this action-
packed 
conclusion to the 
acclaimed series 
about a plucky 
young governess 
and three children 
who were raised 
by wolves, 
mysteries are 
solved and long-lost answers are 
found. Only one question remains: Will 
Penelope and the Incorrigibles fi nd a 
way to undo the family curse in time, 
or will the next full moon be their last? 
J WOO

Dear Evan Hansen
by Val Emmich

Evan goes from 
being a nobody to 
everyone’s hero 
and a social media 
superstar after a 
chance encounter 
with Connor just 
before his suicide 
leads others to 
believe Evan was 
his only friend. 
Y EMM

Animalphabet
by Julia Donaldson

An exploration 
of the animal 
world with peep-
through pages 
and amazing 
fold-out fl aps. 
Written as an 
interactive 
guessing game, 
with eye-
catching artwork and an exotic array 
of animals to marvel over. PB DON
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From the Wairarapa Archive

It is not hard to imagine how the citizens of the Wairarapa felt 100 years ago, as they approached a new 
year.  They would have been desperate to put the past year’s troubles well and truly behind them.  

The four-year “war to end all wars” had fi nally been concluded, with a victory for the side they considered 
right.  But the victory was hollow, as it coincided with the arrival of the Spanish Flu, a world-wide pandemic 
that probably killed more people than the confl ict had.  

An editorial in the Wairarapa Age on New Year’s Eve, 1918 talked about the effects of these tragedies, and 
the hope with which residents could now facer the future.

“In the course of a few hours, one of the most momentous years in the history of the world will 
have passed to oblivion. The period of time which is ebbing out has been full of tragedy, surprise, 
disappointment, and triumph. In the early portions of the year, the war cloud hung heavily over the 
canopy of civilisation. To some people it appeared to be almost impenetrable.

The fi rst to collapse was Bulgaria. Then followed Turkey and Austria, and fi nally the proud and haughty 
Germans, the proclaimed “Invincible,” were compelled to sue for an armistice. It was all so dramatic and 
sudden that people could not realise its importance. We can now say, with a degree of certainty that the 
war which has raged for over four years with fearful, intensity, has ended in a glorious and triumphant 
victory for the forces of Righteousness and Truth. The world has been emancipated from the yoke of 
militarism that threatened to destroy civilisation and crush the democracies. The cause of Right has 
triumphed over Might, and the tyranny of the bureaucrat has for ever been removed.

In New Zealand, the sweets of victory have been somewhat marred by the outbreak of a fell disease, 
which has swept thousands of our brightest and best citizens into eternity. But, as the year is ending, it 
is gratifying to know that the enemy within our gates has been almost completely subdued, and we are 
entering a new and brighter era in the history of our resourceful country.

The past year has been full of tragedy and incident. What the future has in store for us, nobody can tell. We 
can, however, be assured that from the ashes of war, famine, and pestilence there will arise a new world, 
purifi ed by the fi re of sacrifi ce, brightened by the triumph of civilization, and fortifi ed by the knowledge 
that the nations have been exalted. In all the circumstances we can now, with greater confi dence than 
ever, wish our readers, “A Happy and Prosperous New Year”.

 Gareth Winter, District Archivist 



Masterton District Library          Shelf Life

(06) 370 6253                                                                                                                                            January 2019     |     Page 7

THE LIBRARY IS HOME TO A
SNAPPER KIOSK

Snapper kiosks are self-service and provide a free and 
convenient way to check your balance or top up. Use a 
Snapper kiosk to: top up, check your balance, or collect 
a token or credit/refund.

Did you know?
YOU HAVE ACCESS TO CONSUMER NZ

The library subscribes to Consumer NZ giving you 
free access to the magazine. Consumer NZ is an 
independent, non-profit organisation established in 
1959 dedicated to getting New Zealanders a fairer 
deal. So the next time you are in the market for a new 
washing machine or vaccuum, stop by the library and 
research it before you buy.

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

The Masterton Library offers limited space for 
advertising cultural, recreational and educational 
programs and events. 

Priority will be given to events for specific dates 
(over regular recurring events).

Priority will be given to activities which are local to 
the community. 

Priority will be given for free or donation 
programmes and events.

Commercial notices will not be accepted. This includes 
items for sale, services for sale and job postings. No 
partisan political notices will be accepted.

The Library does not evaluate the beliefs or purposes 
of the sponsoring parties, and providing space for this 
literature does not imply endorsement by the library of 
any group, ideas, or programs.

VISION RESOURCES
We have a wide variety of resources for 
those with vision impairment. These 
include:

-Talking Books
-Large Print Books & Magazines
-Online Books (can increase font size)
-SmartView xtend - a magnifier reader

Stop by the library and ask our librarians 
about our vision resources. 
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Book Riot’s READ HARDER CHALLENGE 2019
Do you want to expand your reading choices? Join the Book Riot’s READ HARRDER CHALLENGE 2019 and push your 
reading limits. This year’s batch of tasks is a great mix of fun and serious and asks you to consider some topics, forms, 
and parts of the world you might never have experienced in literature before. There are 24 tasks, averaging two per 
month over the course of the next 12 months. You may count one book for multiple tasks or read one book per task.  
This challenge is created to push yourself and explore topics or genres that you otherwise wouldn’t try. But this isn’t a 
test. No one is keeping score and there are no points to post. We like books because they allow us to see the world from 
a new perspective, and sometimes we all need help to even know which perspectives to try out. -BookRiot

A epistolary novel or collection of letters

An alternate history novel

A book by a woman and/or AOC that won a literary award in 2018

A humor book

A book by a journalist or about journalism

A book by an AOC set in or about space

An #ownvoices book set in Mexico or Central America 

An #ownvoices book set in Oceania

A book published prior to Jan. 1, 2019 with fewer than 100 reviews on Goodreads 

A translated book written by and/or translated by a woman

A book of manga

A book in which an animal or inanimate object is a point-of-view character 

A book by or about someone that identifies as neurodiverse

A cozy mystery

A book of mythology or folklore

An historical romance by an AOC

A business book

A novel by a trans or nonbinary author

A book of nonviolent true crime

A book written in prison

A comic by an LGBTQIA creator

A children’s or middle grade book (not YA) that has won a diversity award since 2009 

A self-published book

A collection of poetry published since 2014

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k	  ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

k		 ________________________________________________________________________________

Send a photo of your completed list, with the qualifying titles for each task filled in, to readharder@bookriot.com by Dec 31 to receive a 30% discount from the Book Riot store. 
And for you multi-taskers who found titles that ticked more than one box: well done! It’s A-OK to use the same book for multiple categories.
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RESERVING ITEMS
When reserving items, be sure to select Any item held at SMART and 
change the Not required after to No expiry. This means that any item in 
the SMART libraries is available to you, not just the Masterton copy and the 
reserve will not expire. 

Tips & Tricks from your library

HAVE 
YOUR LIBRARY 

CARD AVAILABLE 
when phoning in to renew your 

items or to check the status of your 
account.This can be found on the 
back of your library card, it starts 

with SM. It can also be found at 
the top of your receipt that you 

received when issuing your 
items.

AND JUST A FRIENDLY REMINDER...

WANT TO HELP REDUCE 
PAPER WASTE?

Next time you are in the library, ask to 
receive your receipt by email. And while 

you are at it, sign up for our monthly 
e-newsletter. 

QUEUING AT 
THE LIBRARY

Okay, so we understand 
our front desk is a little 
confusing and you 
probably walk up to 
the desk not knowing 
where to queue. Well, 
we’ve added a great 
new banner so it’s 
easier to see where the 
queue starts. 

Reminder about 
reserves:

When the reserve has 
been allocated to you, 
you have 10 days to pick 
it up. After 10 days, it 
is returned and you will 
have to place another 
reserve for it. If you are 
unable to pick it up, 
please call us and let us 
know. 
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Device Advice
All Ages                                                                                 
11am-noon

Drop in with your technology 
questions during one of these weekly 
sessions. Staff can help you with 
eBooks, tablets, Microsoft offi  ce, 
online library resources, internet searching and more! Every 
Monday. 

Justice of the Peace
All Ages
10am-noon

JP available to witness signatures, 
verify documents and more. Every 
Saturday. No registration required. 

Book Ends Book Club
Adults                                                                       
1-2pm

Come join us for an 
enjoyable hour of sharing 
books and authors. Members 
choose their own titles to 
share and discuss. Fourth 
Monday of each month.

Last Thursdays Evening 
Book Club
Adults                                           
7-8pm

Members read the same 
book and meet to discuss it 
and exchange views. Last 
Thursday of each month.

Technology Help

Write on Masterton 
with Catherine Cooper
Adults      
6:30-8pm

A writers get-together to 
explore creativity through 
the written word. Free and 
open to anyone who loves or 
longs to write. First Thursday 
of each month. 

For Readers and Writers

Sit, Knit & Yarn
Adults    
10am-noon

Sit, Knit & Yarn is an opportunity for 
crafty people to share their ideas and 
skills and assist each other with their 
knitty problems.  Members knit for donation, most notably for 
newborns at Masterton Maternity, as well as working on their 
own projects for family and friends. This is a free activity and 
everyone is welcome! Morning tea is provided. Every Friday. 

Spotlight On...
All Ages      
26 February 2-3pm

A series of talks, performances and presentations covering 
a diverse cross section of interests within the community. 
We are always happy to receive suggestions and ideas for 
future Spotlight talks. This is a free event and everyone is 
welcome! Tea, coffee and biscuits are served at the end of the 
programme. Fourth Tuesday of each month starting in February.

Advocates & Offi  cers

Social Enrichment

Library Supporting You

Spark Jump Workshops
Adults with school aged children

Spark Jump is for families with children who do not have an 
internet connection in their homes. $10 for 30GB, pre-pay 
service with no fi xed contract. Free wifi  modem. Registration 
Required.

           Thursday 3rd January  6-8pm at the Library
 

The library can support your organisation in a variety of ways. 
These could include:
-historical talks
-storytimes at your location
-research assistance for your students
-STEM activities in your classroom
-School term-long projects geared towards your curriculum

Aquabot Design & Build

3D Printing

Virtual Reality Coding & Robots
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Story Go Round Programme
Pre-School
10:30-11:30am

Fun with stories, music and crafts. 
Every Wednesday during school term.  

Puanga Kōhanga Te Reo 
Programme 
Pre-School
10:30-11:30am

Delivered in Te Reo but is open to all. 
Introduce your child to te reo Māori 
with stories, music and crafts.  Every 
Thursday during school term. 

Youth Programmes

Free technology training at 
Masterton District Library. 

Learn tablet and smartphone basics in our introduction 
course and then build upon those skills in level 2. Spark 
Jump courses available for those with children and 
without internet. 

Register now at www.steppingup.nz or (06) 370 6253.

The Amazing Read: Teddy Bear 
Sleepover
All ages
10 January 6:30-7:30pm

Bring your teddy 
bear along for 
a fun packed 
evening with 
crafts, games, and 
bedtime stories. 
Then leave your teddy bear with the 
librarians for a sleepover they won’t 
forget.   

The Amazing Read: TWINKLE: 
Little Barking Dog Theatre
All ages
14 January 1-2pm 

Come watch an original puppet 
play by Little Dog Barking theatre 
company. 

The Amazing Read: Create your 
own maze
Primary ages
4 January 10:30-11:30am

Put your sills to work creating your 
own marble maze. All supplies 
provided. 

The Amazing 
Read: Zappo 
the Magician
Primary ages
8 January 1-2pm 

An exciting 
performance 
fi lled with songs, stories, puppetry, 
and astonishing tricks.

The Amazing Read: Giant Games
All ages
9 January 10am-noon

Come play GIANT games in the 
library square. 

If required, register at 
http://bit.ly/mstnevents
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

1pm: Book Ends 
Book Club

Registration 
Required

Visit our website 
to reserve your 

spot
www.library.
mstn.govt.nz

10am: Justice of
the Peace

10am: Justice of
the Peace

10am: Justice of
the Peace

10am: Justice of
the Peace

January 2019

10am: Sit, Knit
& Yarn

10am: Sit, Knit
& Yarn

10am: Sit, Knit
& Yarn

10am: Sit, Knit
& Yarn

11am: Device 
Advice

11am: Device 
Advice

11am: Device 
Advice

10:30am: The 
Amazing Read: 

Create your own 
maze

1pm: Zappo the 
Magician

10am: The 
Amazing Read: 

Giant Games

6:30pm: Teddy 
Bear Sleepover

1pm: TWINKLE: 
Little Barking Dog

11am-2pm: 
Summer Reading 

Programme 
Finale

7pm: Last 
Thursdays Evening 

Book Club

Closed for
Wellington

Anniversary 
Day

6pm: 
Stepping Up 

Spark Jump

10am: 
Stepping Up 

Introduction to 
Tablets

6pm: Stepping 
Up  

Tablets/
Smartphones 2

CLOSED CLOSED


