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Welcome to the November edition of Shelf Life. As you 
can see, we’ve changed the look of the magazine. This 
new version is large enough to fit all the content we 
wanted to provide to you. Now you are sure to know 
what programmes are going on at the library and what 
the dedicated staff of the Wairarapa Archives has been 
working on. You’ll get a glimpse of what the librarians are 
reading, along with suggested new material that we have 
added to the collection. We will feature resources the 
library offers and let you know of any special events or 
activities we are planning for the month. So welcome to 
the new edition of Shelf Life.     

Tiffany Daubitz - Team Librarian, Outreach Services

From the Editor

Getting started with Libby

1. Install the Libby app from the app store on your 
Android, iOS (iPhone/iPad/iPod touch), or Windows 10 
device.

2. In Libby, follow the prompts to find your library and 
sign in with a valid library card number and PIN.

3. Browse your library’s collection and borrow a title. 

4. Borrowed titles appear on your Shelf and download to 
the app automatically when you’re on Wi-Fi so you can 
read them when you’re offline.

Happy Reading!
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From your Library...
Masterton Library  -  Year of reading & literacy 2018

Sandy Green, Library Manager

Only in recent times have we been able to have access to the true stories of the impact of World War One on the soldiers 
and those in the war zone. 

Today journalists and their ability to tell the true stories and ply their trade of investigative journalism is under threat as it 
was in the time of the First World War. Telling the stories of war today is immediate and graphic due to the effectiveness 
and immediacy of technology and communications but journalists are still being held personally accountable for telling 
the truth about war and politics.

As we commemorate Armistice Day the last of the 100 years 100 lives stories, telling the stories of Wairarapa soldiers in 
World War One, will be published in the Wairarapa Times Age.

Telling the stories of events and the soldiers in World War One placed the journalists at considerable personal risk, they 
were even threatened with arrest and execution for smuggling back information and their stories that had not been 
subject to the censorship of the War Offi  ce. At the beginning of the war Kitchener banned reporters from the front, and, 
only after a reporter was arrested and warned that he would be shot, the British Government relented and accredited 
fi ve reporters. 

Censorship ensured that all sorts of facts were hidden from the readers of newspapers from Britain, New Zealand and 
Australia meaning that British blunders went unreported, as did German victories. Lloyd George confi ded to Scott in 
December 1917: “If people really knew [the truth], the war would be stopped tomorrow. But of course they don’t know, and 
can’t know.” He was speaking after listening to Gibbs’s (war correspondent) descriptions – at a private meeting – of the 
reality on the western front. He conceded that the censors “wouldn’t pass the truth”.

It is interesting to note that soldiers wrote poetry about the war because they wanted to tell the world about their war 
lives and poetry ‘bypassed any form of military censorship’ (Poetry and World War One, historylearningsite.co.uk).

The Library has many items that tell the stories of World War One in the non-fi ction and fi ction book collections, the 
poetry collections and the amazing depictions of the war in the fi lms and documentaries in the video collections. Not 
all the World War One books are on the non-fi ction shelves. Our Stack holds many copies that we can make available to 
you if you ask. Telling the true stories and thus enabling and allowing our minds to explore the questions about war and 
its impact is part of what makes us human. Commemorating World War One will ensure that future generations will have 
access to the stories and the opportunity to explore their own questions about war. 

SPARK JUMP Workshops
 
Spark Jump is for families with children who do not 
have an internet connection in their homes. $10 for 
30GB, pre-pay service with no fi xed contract. Free wifi  
modem. Registration Required. Visit steppingup.nz to 
secure your spot in the next workshop.
      

           Thursday 22nd November 6-8pm at the Library
 Thursday 13th December 6-8pm at the Library
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What We’re Reading
Tiffany is reading...Eleanor Oliphant is 
completely fine by Gail Honeyman

Chicklit - Friendship - Romance

Eleanor Oliphant has learned how to survive, 
but not how to live. She leads a simple life. 
She wears the same clothes to work every 
day, eats the same meal deal for lunch every 
day and buys the same two bottles of vodka to drink every 

weekend. Eleanor Oliphant is happy. 
Nothing is missing from her carefully 
timetabled life. Except, sometimes, 
everything. One simple act of kindness 
is about to shatter the walls Eleanor has 
built around herself. Now she must learn 
how to navigate the world that everyone 
else seems to take for granted, while 
searching for the courage to face the 
dark corners she’s avoided all her life. 
FN HONE

Georgia-May is reading...Semi-definitive list of 
worst nightmares by Krystal Sutherland

Young Adult - Mental Health - Romance

A hilarious, reality-
bending tale of two 
outsiders facing their 
greatest fears about life and love—one 
debilitating phobia at a time. This 
story tackles mental health issues 
through fresh and exciting adventures. 
Recommended to those who enjoy 
reading about the concept of overcoming 
and a little bit of magic realism. YA SUT

Jane is reading...Sodden Downstream by 
Brannavan Gnanalingam

Refugee - Social Injustice - Wellington Fiction

Thousands flee central Wellington as a far too 
common ‘once in a century’ storm descends. 
Roads are closed and all rail is halted. For 
their own safety, city workers are told that 

they must go home early. Sita is a Tamil 
Sri Lankan refugee living in the Hutt 
Valley. She’s just had a call from her boss. 
If she doesn’t get to her cleaning job 
in the city she’ll lose her contract. The 
novel charts the help and hindrances that 
make for a long, damp evening. But the 
book also highlights the kinds of care and 
solidarity that come out in times of need. 
FN GNAN

Paul is reading...Red Sister by Mark Lawrence

Fantasy - Adventure - Magic

Paul declares the Red Sister has the best first 
line ever – “It is important, when killing a nun, 
to ensure that you bring an army of sufficient 
size.” 

At the Convent of Sweet Mercy, young 
girls are raised to be killers. In some 
children the old bloods show, gifting rare 
talents that can be honed to deadly or 
mystic effect. But even the mistresses of 
sword and shadow don’t truly understand 
what they have purchased when Nona 
Grey is brought to their halls. 

A bloodstained child of nine falsely 
accused of murder, guilty of worse, Nona 

is stolen from the shadow of the noose. Among her class Nona 
finds a new family--and new enemies. Despite the security and 
isolation of the convent, Nona’s secret and violent past finds 
her out, drawing with it the tangled politics of a crumbling 
empire. Her arrival sparks old feuds to life, igniting vicious 
struggles within the church and even drawing the eye of the 
emperor himself. Beneath a dying sun, Nona Grey must master 
her inner demons, then loose them on those who stand in her 
way. FN LAWR

Angela is reading...Bad Man by Dathan 
Auerbach

Psychological fiction - Thriller - Brothers

Eric disappeared when he was three years 
old. Ben looked away for only a second at 
the grocery store, but that was all it took. 
His brother was gone. Vanished right into the sticky air of 
the Florida Panhandle.  Five years later, Ben is a wreck, a 
heavy, slow adolescent who’s partially lame from a childhood 

accident. His father is largely absent, 
and his stepmother is crippled by grief. 
Out of desperation, Ben gets a job as 
a stocker at the very store where his 
brother vanished. What follows is a heavy, 
puzzling, and oddly gripping exercise 
in depicting a small town as a macabre 
place filled with everyday horrors 
ranging from a child’s stuffed animal to a 
gruesome industrial accident. FN AUER

If you ever need help choosing your next read, stop by 
the front desk and ask one of our librarians. We can 

suggest titles based on your reading interest, or just 
let you know what we are reading.
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Anzac girls: the extraordinary story 
of our World War I nurses by Peter 
Rees

By the end of the Great War, forty-
five Australian and New Zealand 
nurses had died on overseas 
service and over two hundred had 
been decorated. These were the 
women who left for war looking for 
adventure and romance but were 
soon confronted with challenges 
for which their civilian lives could never have prepared 
them. Their strength and dignity were remarkable. Using 
diaries and letters, Peter Rees takes us into the hospital 
camps and the wards, and the tent surgeries on the 
edge of some of the most horrific battlefronts of human 
history. ANF 940.475 REE 

Roly the Anzac donkey by Glyn Harper

This is the heart-warming story of 
Richard Alexander Henderson, a 
real-life soldier in the New Zealand 
Medical Corps, and the donkey he 
discovers wandering and hungry 
on a Gallipoli track. Richard and 
Roly form a strong friendship and 
together save the lives of many 
wounded soldiers. S HAR

The battle of Messines Road by J.K. 
& W.J. Moloney

The Battle of Messines Road is a 
coming-of-age story, a World War I 
diary and a novel about friendship 
and families. It is a book of how two 
wars, 50 years apart, changed New 
Zealand and its people FN MOLO/
YA MOL

Jim’s letters by Glyn Harper

A moving story of two brothers 
separated by the First World War, 
based on the thousands of letters 
sent by and to Anzac soldiers 
fighting at Gallipoli. XJ HAR

Maiea te tupua: whanau accounts 
of Waikato-Maniapoto World War 
One veterans and one conscriptee. 
Commemorating 100 years of World 
War One by Tom Roa and Maehe 
Paki

The stories of the Waikato soldiers 
who partook in WWI are being 
told through an exhibition, book, 
and DVD. Kingitanga stalwart Tom Roa has gathered 
information from their descendants and has penned his 
first book. First time Maori author Tom Roa explains, “The 
experiences weren’t just for the immediate family, but 
for the community, so myself and Maehe (Paki) asked the 
family, why did these boys they go to war?” Roa reveals 
that events that took place prior to the war shaped the 
stance Waikato had towards it. MNF 940.4 ROA

An awfully big adventure: New 
Zealand World War One veterans 
tell their stories 

What was it like to be a New Zealand 
soldier in the First World War? What 
impact did the war have on those 
who returned? Let them tell you. 
An Awfully Big Adventure traces the 
reminiscences and reflections of 80 
veterans interviewed for the World 

War One Oral History Archive. ANF 940.481 AWF 

New Zealand’s First World War 
heritage by Imelda Bargas and Tim 
Shoebridge

No battles were fought here, yet 
the First World War impacted the 
daily lives of every New Zealander 
who remained at home. This 
book provides vivid new insights 
into their experiences through 
exploring the places where 
they lived, worked, coped and mourned: army camps, 
fortifications, soldier-settler farms, town halls, wharves, 
convalescent homes and hospitals, cemeteries and 
war memorials, dairy factories and woollen mills. From 
Northland to Stewart Island, our landscape is signposted 
with thousands of poignant memorials, and behind the 
façades of old buildings, beneath scrub and behind farm 
fences lies a less visible landscape of war and hundreds of 
hidden stories waiting to be told. ANF 940.393 BAR

World War I Reads
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From the Wairarapa Archive
100 Years 100 Lives

The story of New Zealand’s involvement in World War I is many faceted.

There are stories of soldiers who served overseas – more than 100,000 men – and of the horrifi c casualty 
rate – about 18,000 soldiers died.  But we are less familiar with the lives of the soldiers who fought and 
returned. They often came back to suffer from injuries, both physical and psychological, that scarred them 
for the rest of their lives.

We hear little of the more than 500 nurses who left New Zealand to tend to our men. We forget that World 
War I not only affected soldiers, it made an impact on every aspect of New Zealand life.

When the editor of the Times-Age, Seamus Boyer, suggested we work on a collaborative project to mark the 
centenary of the war’s end, we were delighted to tell some of the forgotten stories of Wairarapa people who 
played a role in the region’s commitment.

We have carefully selected a wide range of lives to write about.

There are war heroes, both those who died fi ghting and received recognition for their valour, and those 
whose war service may have been more mundane, but fi lled with just as much bravery. 
We have written about women – nurses who joined the Army Nursing Corps, and other young women who 
volunteered in other ways. Those who played leading roles in the patriotic movement, and others whose 
lives were torn apart by the deaths of fathers, brothers and husbands.

There are stories from all over Wairarapa, from Kenny Bayne’s memorial in Pahiatua, the ANZAC memorial 
bridge at Kaiparoro, the rural soldiers from Tinui and Pirinoa, and the men and women who served 
at Featherston Military Camp. Wairarapa Maori sent their young men to fi ght alongside their pakeha 
neighbours, and their korero is recorded.

There are stories about men who wanted to serve but were 
turned down, and stories about those who did not want to serve 
but were forced to. There is even a story about a Carterton 
soldier who reputedly deserted to the Germans. The devastating 
effects of the infl uenza epidemic that coincided with the end of 
the war is also described.

The tales are sometimes humorous, sometimes tragic.

One child tried to take up arms against the German foe next 
door, while another died during Armistice Day celebrations.

Even the animals are remembered, with a tale of a Wairarapa 
horse and the remarkable journey of a Turkish tortoise, both of 
which came to New Zealand after the end of the war.

These 100 lives represent a small part of the story of 
Wairarapa’s proud involvement in the “war to end all wars”.

Gareth Winter and Mark Pacey      
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Armistice Day - 11 November 2018
At 11am on 11 November this year, Aotearoa New Zealand will mark the centenary of the 
armistice that ended the First World War in 1918. On that day 100 years ago, after four years 
of brutal confl ict, war fi nally gave way to peace.

Join us on 9 November to commemorate Armistice Day. 

REBECCA HOLDEN
Artist Talk on WWI art

Rebecca Holden is the artist of the projects, 
A Home Away From Home and Sand in the 
Apricot Jam.

Join her as she discusses the creative 
process behind her journey, from the 
research, to her personal inspiration 
surrounding the NZ Mounted Rifl es and the 
New Zealand nurses of the Aotea Convalescent
Home in Cairo, Egypt during World War I.

Refreshments will be provided. 
No registration required.

9 November
2pm 

Sit & Knit
10am-noon

A patriotic call to yarn
Knitting poppies for 

the National Army 
Museum

100 Years, 100 Lives 
10:30-11:30am

Author presentation with 
Archivist Gareth Winter 

Rebecca Holden
2-3pm

Artist Talk on WWI 
artwork and research

Morning Tea
10:15am

For the Kids 
Preschool programmes Wednesday and Thursday with stories and crafts, 

World War I Book Display, and activities.
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Book Alerts

A book alert profi le allows you to create a set of 
criteria that match your reading preferences and 
then receive an email alert when new items are 
added to the library catalogue that match your 
profi le. 
 
After you create your profi le, the library system 
scans these profi les according to the frequency 
you have chosen and alerts you by email if any items 
have been added to the catalogue. The email will 
contain a brief summary of the item along with a 
link to view and reserve it. 

WHAT IS A BOOK ALERT?

• Book alerts allow you to place reserves on items 
before they reach the shelves.

• Book alerts will notify you when a new book is 
ordered. Do you read certain authors, series or 
genres? No more searching the internet to fi nd 
your next read. 

• Book alerts will send you emails with links to 
reserve items, saving you time searching the 
library catalogue. 

WHY SIGN UP FOR BOOK  ALERTS?

• You must have an email address included in your 
library registration.

• If you do not know your password, contact the library 
and we can reset it for you.

• Book alerts can be updated or cancelled at any time.

HOW TO SIGN UP FOR BOOK ALERTS

• Visit www.library.mstn.govt.nz

• At the top of the page, select  Check Your Card. 

• In the Borrower ID and Password boxes, enter 
your library card number and your password. 

• Click on My Account. 

• In the middle of the page, select New Alert 
Profi le. 

Step 1—Create a search profile
Choose what fields you want to search by. These 
can include author, subject, type of material (book/
magazine/DVD, 
etc.), collection 
type or location. 
Make sure to 
select Global 
if you want to 
include results 
from other SMART 
libraries.

Step 2—Test 
your Search
Click on Search to view the results. Once you 
review your search, return to your profile using the 
navigation link My Library~My Account~New Alert 
Profile. Do not click the back button.

Step 3—Set an alert frequency 
You can choose how often the library system reviews 
your profile alert—daily, weekly or monthly.

Step 4—Assign an expiry date
This is an optional field. Fill in if you do not want 
alerts to be sent after a certain date. 

Step 5—Add a description
Name your book alert.

Step 6—Save your profile
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Summer Reading 2018

It’s that time of year again for the 2018/19 Summer Reading Programme at 
the Masterton Library. Registrations start Monday 19 November. 

The programme runs from 3 December - 16 January, 2019. This year’s 
theme is The Amazing Read – Te Pānui Miharo. Children enrolled in the 
programme read books (or have books read to them) and then come into 
the library to report in - talk with a member of staff about the books they 
have read.

Reporting in is a great opportunity for kids to talk about books that have 
amazed them and get suggestions on new books, subjects or authors 
they may enjoy. Children receive incentive prizes and can report in twice 
a week. Children who report in at least 4 times during the 7 weeks of the 
programme qualify for a certifi cate, book prize and get to attend the 
fi nale on 18 January.

The Summer Reading Programme is for pre-school (ages 3-4) and 
primary school children. A te reo Māori  programme is available for 
children who wish to complete the programme in Māori. The iRead 
programme is available for intermediate school-aged children. All of 
this is available for free thanks to the funding of the Eastern and Central 
Community Trust.

Places are limited but we do our best to get as many people participating 
in the programme. As an extra feature of the Summer Reading 
Programme, the library is hosting performances by storytellers and 
entertainers and everyone is welcome to attend these events. 

Stop by the library on or after 19 November to register. 



Shelf Life          Masterton District Library   

Page 10     |    November 2018                                                                                                                  www.library.mstn.govt.nz

Device Advice
All Ages                                                                                 
11am-noon

Drop in with your technology 
questions during one of these weekly 
sessions. Staff can help you with eBooks, tablets, Microsoft 
offi  ce, online library resources, internet searching and more! 
Every Monday. 

Spark Jump Workshops
Adults with school aged children

Spark Jump is for families with children who do not have 
an internet connection in their homes. $10 for 30GB, pre-

pay service with no fi xed contract. Free wifi  modem. 
Registration Required.

      
           Thursday 22nd November 6-8pm at the Library

 Thursday 13th December 6-8pm at the Library

Justice of the Peace
All Ages
10am-noon

JP available to witness signatures, 
verify documents and more. Every 
Saturday. No registration required. 

Book Ends Book Club
Adults                                                                       
1-2pm

Come join us for an 
enjoyable hour of sharing 
books and authors. Members 
choose their own titles to 
share and discuss. Fourth 
Monday of each month.

Last Thursdays Evening 
Book Club
Adults                                           
7-8pm

Members read the same 
book and meet to discuss it 
and exchange views. Last 
Thursday of each month.

Technology Help

Write on Masterton 
with Catherine Cooper
Adults      
6:30-8pm

A writers get-together to 
explore creativity through 
the written word. Free and 
open to anyone who loves or 
longs to write. First Thursday 
of each month. 

For Readers and Writers

Sit, Knit & Yarn
Adults    
10am-noon

Sit, Knit & Yarn is an opportunity for 
crafty people to share their ideas and 
skills and assist each other with their 
knitty problems.  Members knit for donation, most notably for 
newborns at Masterton Maternity, as well as working on their 
own projects for family and friends. This is a free activity and 
everyone is welcome! Morning tea is provided. Every Friday. 

Spotlight On...Hadlow Choir
All Ages      
27 November 2-3pm

A series of talks, performances and presentations covering 
a diverse cross section of interests within the community. 
We are always happy to receive suggestions and ideas for 
future Spotlight talks. This is a free event and everyone is 
welcome! Tea, coffee and biscuits are served at the end of the 
programme. Fourth Tuesday of each month. 

Advocates & Offi  cers

Social Enrichment

Library Supporting You
The library can support your organisation in a variety of ways. 
These could include:
-historical talks
-storytimes at your location
-research assistance for your students
-STEM activities in your classroom
-School term-long projects geared towards your curriculum

Aquabot Design & Build

3D Printing

Virtual Reality Coding & Robots
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Lego Club
Primary School Ages 
3:30-4:30pm

What can you build 
with Lego? Come on 
out to the library and 
show us what you can create.

Minecraft
Primary School Ages 
3:30-4:30pm

Enter our Minecraft world and compete 
in the week’s challenge. 

Registration Required.

Story Go Round Programme
Pre-School
10:30-11:30am

Fun with stories, music and crafts. Every 
Wednesday during school term.  

Puanga Kōhanga Te Reo 
Programme 
Pre-School
10:30-11:30am

Delivered in Te Reo but is open to all. 
Introduce your child to te reo Māori 
with stories, music and crafts.  Every 
Thursday during school term. 

Book Bugs Book Club
Ages 10-13
5:30-6:30pm

Fun for all with crafts, speakers, 
activities and books. First Wednesday of 
each month.

Makercrate drop in sessions
All Ages
3:15-5:15pm

Come along to 
one of our Drop 
in sessions at the 
MakerCrate. Get 
hands on with our 
3D design software 
and 3D printers. 
Create your own 
designs and have them laser cut. Learn 
about the ‘Maker’ technology, have a 
go or watch a demonstration. Monday, 
Tuesday & Friday. 

Code Club
Primary School Ages
3:30-4:30pm                           

Learn to code and design the 
future. Registration Required.

Youth Programmes

Free technology training at 
Masterton District Library. 

Learn tablet and smartphone basics in our introduction course 
and then build upon those skills in level 2. Spark Jump courses 
avialble for those with children and without internet. 

Register now at www.steppingup.nz or (06) 370 6253.

in the week’s challenge. 

If required, register at 
http://bit.ly/mstnevents



Shelf Life          Masterton District Library   

Page 12     |    November 2018                                                                                                                  www.library.mstn.govt.nz

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

November 2018

Summer 
Reading

Registration 
starts 19 Nov

11am: Device 
Advice

10am: Justice of
the Peace

10am: Sit, Knit
& Yarn

10:30am: Puanga 
Kohanga Te Reo 

Storytime

10:30am: Story
Go Round

10:30am: Story
Go Round

6:30pm: Write on 
Masterton

10am: Sit, Knit
& Yarn

10am: Sit, Knit
& Yarn

10am: Sit, Knit
& Yarn

10:30am: Story
Go Round

10:30am: Story
Go Round

2pm: Spotlight 
On! Hadlow Choir

1pm: Book Ends 
Book Club

7pm: Last 
Thursdays Evening 

Book Club
3:30pm: Lego 

Club

Registration Required
Visit our website to reserve your spot
www.library.mstn.govt.nz

3:30pm: 
Minecraft

2pm: Rebecca 
Holden-artist talk

Last day to report 
in for the reading 

challenge to claim 
your pizza 

Summer 
Reading

Registration 

MakerCrate 
drop in sessions: 
Monday, Tuesday 

and Friday
3:15-5:15pm

10am: Justice of
the Peace

10am: Justice of
the Peace

10am: Justice of
the Peace

10am: Sit, Knit
& Yarn

10:30am: Puanga 
Kohanga Te Reo 

Storytime

10:30am: Puanga 
Kohanga Te Reo 

Storytime

10:30am: Puanga 
Kohanga Te Reo 

Storytime

10:30am: Puanga 
Kohanga Te Reo 

Storytime

3:30pm:
Code Club

3:30pm: Lego 
Club

3:30pm: Lego 
Club

3:30pm: Lego 
Club

11am: Device 
Advice

11am: Device 
Advice

11am: Device 
Advice

3:30pm: 
Minecraft

3:30pm:
Code Club

3:30pm: 
Minecraft

3:30pm:
Code Club

3:30pm: 
Minecraft

3:30pm:
Code Club

3:30pm:
Code Club

5:30pm: Book 
Bugs Book Club

5:30pm: Book 
Bugs Book Club

10am: 
Stepping Up 

Introduction to 
Tablets

6pm: 
Stepping Up 

Introduction to 
Smartphones

6pm: 
Stepping Up 

Spark Jump

10am: 
Stepping Up

Tablets and 
Smartphones 2

Learn about New 
Book Alerts. 

Stop by the front 
desk and ask the 
staff about this 

service

NEW BOOK 

ALERT
S

10:15am: Gareth 
Winter-Author 

Talk with morning 
tea


