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On March 20th the library hosted a fabulous author talk 
with Mark Vette - see pages 12-13 for photographs!
Whoever said “you can’t teach an old dog new tricks”  
obviously didn’t have the right information.. Mark Vette 
author of Dog Zen, may have all the information you need. 
Dog Zen is a practical step-by-step guide to solving the 
most common dog behaviour problems. It is a practical, 
transformative guide to developing the ultimate  
relationship with your dog. Fascinating and easy to read, it 
is full of stories and beautiful photos of the dogs. Reserve 
your copy of Dog Zen now as it is proving very popular.

On Tuesday 27th March at 2pm we will be hosting another 
of our popular ‘Spotlight on...’ series of afternoon talks, 
with Sarah Dill,a vocalist, music therapist, singer songwriter 
and mindfulness instructor from Minnesota, USA,  newly  
living and working in the Wairarapa.  Sarah brings a high 
level of musicianship to her compassionate and heart- 
centred approach, with 20+ years as a professional  
performer and 7 + years of experience working with  
children, adolescents, adults and elderly clients in clinical 
and mental health settings, Sarah is passionate about the  
healing effects of music, using scientifically supported  
techniques to educate and inspire her audiences.
 

Grab a bite for tea then pop back to the library on Thursday 
12 April at 6pm, when we will host another Author  
Presentation; this time with Rajorshi Chakraborti, author of 
The man who would not see’. 

Finally on Tuesday 24th April at 2pm we will be hosting 
another of our popular ‘Spotlight on...’ series of afternoon 
talks, this time with Neil Frances, Masterton-born retired 
archivist/librarian/military historian/writer/bass player and 
now ‘almost-fulltime book reader’, who spent 6 months of 
2017 living in Belgium, mainly for WW1 commemorations.

Four fabulous talks 
here at your library
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From your Library...
Why Libraries are involved in  
providing digital learning and  
services.  

 
Technology has changed the way people consume  
media.
The ways that we access and use information have 
changed dramatically in the 21st century, from the way 
new technologies have changed some of our reading 
habits, to the need to be able to access the quality  
information that is available through the Internet and 
hidden amongst the plethora of information and  
misinformation. 

The National Library of New Zealand in its Digital  
Strategy identified key areas that people need support 
to enable them to participate in the digital world they 
now live in and to take part in the people centered 
democracy that Governments worldwide are trying to 
develop. 

The key areas are:
Content: 
People must have the right skills, or access to  
assistance, to determine whether the information they 
are accessing online is accurate, up to date and comes 
from a verified source.
Connection: 
To participate in the digital world people need access to 
hardware/computers, smartphones tablets etc. and the 
ability to connect their devices to the Internet.
Confidence/Capability: 
When people have access to the required hardware 
and software they need the skills and confidence to use 
them well and to increase their knowledge as the  
software and systems are upgraded.

The Digital Divide is an economic and social inequality 
with regard to access to, use of, or impact of information 
and communication technologies (ICT). It refers to the gap 
between demographics and regions that have access to 
modern information and communications technology, and 
those that don’t or have restricted access. Libraries can 
help to address this digital divide through providing access 
to computers/hardware and software, the Internet and staff 
with the skills to assist users. The United Nations warns of 
the growing digital divide, with 52% of the world without  
Internet connection. This is despite the enormous growth in 
the access to the Internet, new software and hardware. Those 
with access are moving forward so fast that those adopting 
ICT later will potentially not be able to catch up and will  
continue to be marginalized.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Virtual Reality (VR) and 
3D printing are being acclaimed as the way of the  
future for technology. Access to these is limited by  
people’s ability to understand them, and the cost.  
Masterton Library has been assisting people to experience and  
understand these technologies and giving our youth an  
opportunity to develop skills in the area of coding, as these 
will be the drivers for jobs in the future. All technology, 
including robots, is driven by the command code that is  
developed by coders and Google Australasia has indicated 
that they will need thousands more coders each year to keep 
up with the demand.  Coding is an area that continues to 
grow and there are examples of New Zealanders that have  
developed games, websites and apps that have had an  
impact world-wide. This is the future and the library has the  
required infrastructure, hardware, software and staff  
expertise to help Masterton be a part of this, regardless of 
the economic circumstances and abilities of those wishing 
to take part.

Masterton Library  -  Year of reading & literacy 2018

Library Manager, Sandy Green
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This year we thought we’d take a closer look at some of our staff, focusing on the 
skills, understanding and talents they bring to their job through their experiences in 
other areas of their lives, be it through their hobbies/former jobs/voluntary work/or    
travel adventures!
As well as working for Masterton Library for over twenty years, our Cataloguing 
and Acquisitions Librarian Lynn Paku also works voluntarily as the Woolhandling  
Co-ordinator at Golden Shears, and travelled with her sissy Hana Riddell to be spectators 
at the “Golden Shears” World Championships in Norway several years ago. 
Their travels took them to Kleppevarden, where they stayed with Neil Perry, a friend 
from Greytown. The Kiwi team at the 14th Golden Shears championships in Bjerkreim, 
came 1st or 2nd in many of the  events, and placed in the blade shearing. 
Sissy and Lynn spent time travelling and exploring Norway, and highlights (apart from 
the shearing!) included visiting the Viking Village Njardarheimr in Gudvangen, the 
Utstein Kloster (Abbey & Monastary), soaking up the spectacular scenery in Norway,  
and enjoying the company of old and new friends.

Our Librarians ...
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... other lives
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        Photographs taken in 1884 at 
‘Bowlands’ Station, to the east of Masterton, by Edward Wyllie. 

From The Wairarapa Archive...
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From The Wairarapa Archive...
 
The shearing sheds of the 1880s were very different places to those of today.  Usually fairly 
rudimentary buildings, they were draughty workplaces.  The shearing was all hand powered, blades 
being used to remove the wool from the sheep’s back.  The majority of shearers were Maori and 
around Wairarapa the going rate was £1 per 100 fleeces. 
In the 1870s a Tasmanian visitor described life in the shearing shed: 
“Maori shearers do the work very well, and are always jolly and cheerful over their work.  There is an 
incessant current of chaff among them.  They sleep on the shearing floor, with a blanket or two over 
them, and a flax mat about one sixteenth of an inch thick for a mattress. 
There is no privacy.  Men, women and children all camp in the same room.  After the evening meal, 
they squat on the floor round a candle, play cards for matches and tobacco, and seem supremely 
happy.  As for food, the station supplies them with flour and meat, which their women cook for them 
in their own way – there is no grumbling over tucker.”
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After a five year hiatus from novel writing, hope was 
dwindling for John Green fans until in September, 
when his new book, Turtles All the Way Down finally 
hit the shelves.
Judging a book by its cover; we’ve all been guilty of 
it at some stage. The title, Turtles All the Way Down 
definitely gravitates towards the more random end of 
the title spectrum; this combined with its plain cover 
art doesn’t make it the most accessible book for store 
browsers. Thankfully Green has a dedicated fanbase 
who have brought his work to the forefront of current 
literature. 
If you read the blurb of Turtles All the Way it will tell 
you that this book is a story about two best friends 
on a mission to track down the son of a fugitive  
billionaire in the hopes of claiming the hundred  
thousand dollar reward; sounds interesting, doesn’t 
it? If you aren’t a seasoned reader of John Green  
literature you might be surprised to find out that the 
blurb isn’t an accurate summary of the story. 
John Green books always follow the same  
formula. They are always set in wild captivating  
circumstances. Once you start reading you will  
inevitably discover that the plot that convinced 
you to pick up the book is but a poorly painted  
backdrop to facilitate the thoughts of Green’s teenage  
protagonists; thoughts usually relating either to love 
or death.  Along with having a fascination with love 
and death, this time Green’s protagonist has the  
added pressure of dealing with Obsessive Compulsive  
Disorder (OCD).

The characters illness is at the forefront of the  
story, and it takes influence from the authors own  
experience with mental illness. Green has poured 
his innermost self into this work, resulting in a raw,  
sensitive and emotional portrayal of mental illness. It 
obliterates the stereotype that OCD is just a fixation 
on cleanliness because to reduce it to such minimizes 
the experiences of the people who have to deal with it 
every day.
 There’s no shortage of quotable passages in Turtles 
All the Way Down. Green uses metaphor to make  
complicated emotions relatable to a wide audience, 
resulting in a plethora of striking quotes. 
Due to the high profile of the book, it has attracted 
the attention of some adults. I wouldn’t recommend 
it to an older audience because it is designed to  
appeal to young adults. The characters are teenagers; 
so they act like teenagers.  I suspect an adult would be  
frustrated that the characters care more about their 
love lives than the massive amounts of money at 
stake. 
Overall, Turtles All the Way Down is a great book. John 
Green knows how to write a good book, so it makes 
sense that he also knows how to recommend a good 
book which is why I fully trust in his praise of ‘An  
absolutely remarkable thing’ by Hank Green, brother 
of John Green.  ‘An absolutely remarkable thing’ is  
available in bookstores on September 25th 2018.

Review written by Aroha Witinitara.

Book review  
John Green  --  Turtles all the way downYA
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Spotlight On ... ...

An interactive musical experience
Masterton District Library

Tuesday 27 March 2pm
Tea, coffee and biscuits will be served at the conclusion

Sarah Dill
Music Therapist and Mindfulness Instructor

 
‘Spotlight On...’ 
Library talks for 
2018:
March - Sarah Dill  
An interactive musical  
experience
April - Neil Frances
Remembering the Belgians
May - Gareth Winter
100 years, 100 lives 
June - Karina Gough
Chair Yoga
July - Mayor Lyn  
Patterson 
Keeping current
August - Maria Travers, 
Wairarapa Quilters
A quilting journey
September - Te  
Wharekura o  Wairarapa
Waiata-a-ringa action songs 
October - Zane Saba 
Chef on demand 
November - Hadlow Choir 
Carols & Cake 
 
Fourth Tuesday of the month, 
2-3pm, followed by coffee, 
tea & biscuits. 
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Name: Write On Masterton
Facilitator: Catherine Cooper
Date: first Thursday of each month, starting on April 5
Time: 6:30-8 p.m. 
Location: Masterton District Library

Write On will be a monthly meet-up for writers to get together and 
explore creativity through the written word. It is free and open to anyone who loves—or 
longs—to write. Writing can be a lonely occupation, so the intention for these meetings 
is to create a space for us to connect and experiment with creative self-expression in a 
supportive group environment. We will also develop our writing skills through exercises 
and guided discussions, and there will be opportunities to share and get feedback on 
your work.

Here Now!
Pressreader offers online access to a multitude of newspapers and magazines from around 
the world - almost 200 publications just from New Zealand. This wonderful new tool has over 
7500 publications available, and replaces our Zinio & Newsbank services. It includes full  
digital copies of newspapers and magazines from a wide spread of countries. Download the 
app on your tablet or phone, or click the link on our website library.mstn.govt.nz to give it a try!  

Login with your library card number and password, go to the hamburger      in the top left 
corner and click on “Publications” to see the countries and items represented.

Write On.  (Join us here at the Library for a new monthly group!)
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Spotlight On ... ...
Neil Frances

Military Historian and Writer

Remembering the Belgians
Masterton District Library

Tuesday 24 April 2pm 
Tea, coffee and biscuits will be served at the conclusion

 
Spotlight On...  
Sarah Dill is a vocalist, music 
therapist, singer songwriter 
and mindfulness instructor 
from Minnesota, USA, living 
and working in the Wairarapa.  
Sarah brings a high level of 
musicianship to her  
compassionate and 
heart-centred approach,  
with 20+ years as a  
professional performer and 7 
+ years of experience working 
with children, adolescents, 
adults and elderly clients in 
clinical and mental health 
settings, Sarah is passionate 
about the healing effects of 
music, using scientifically 
supported techniques to  
educate and inspire her  
audiences. 

Spotlight On...  
Neil Frances 
Masterton-born retired  
archivist/librarian/military 
historian/writer/bass  
player and now ‘almost-full-
time book reader’, who spent 
6 months of 2017 living in 
Belgium, mainly for WW1 
commemorations.
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One evening at the library with Mark Vette
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... and some fabulous four-legged friends

Mark Vette takes  
Kai, Tommy, Skye  
and Reggie thru their 
paces in front of a 
very appreciative  
audience...



Shelf Life          Masterton District Library

Page 14     |    March 2018

New titles - Kids & YA
Junior Fiction
In Natalie Grant’s new Faithgirlz  
Glimmer Girls series, readers meet 
10-year-old twins Mia and Maddie and 
their sidekick little sister, LuLu, as they 
embark on international adventure 
and mischief thanks to their famous 
mom who travels all over the world 
singing beautiful songs and a slightly 
wacky and sometimes negligent nanny 
named Miss Twist. 

Flamingo Boy is the landmark new novel 
from Michael Morpurgo, Great Britain’s  
favourite storyteller, set in the unique 
landscape of the Camargue in the South of 
France during WW2. There, a young autistic 
boy lives on his parents’ farm among the salt 
flats, and the flamingos that live there. There 
are lots of things he doesn’t understand: but he 
does know how to heal  
animals. He loves routine, and music too.  
Every week he goes to market with his mother, 
to ride his special horse on the town carousel.

Rain Fall - Ella West 
A tense, engaging read 
that will have you racing 
through the pages. 
I’m not running late like I 
usually am. Maybe that’s 
why I look in the river, maybe 
that’s why I stop when I see 
it. A dark-coloured raincoat, 
the arms spread wide,  
floating hood-first down the 
river.  
And then it starts to rain.

Before I let go - Marieke Nijkamp 
Returning to her small Alaska home 
town after her bipolar best friend’s 
death, Corey uncovers chilling  
secrets about the townspeople and 
their treatment of Kyra prior to her 
drowning.
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What’s on in the library...
Book Tour - Evening session with Rajorshi 
Chakraborti    Thursday 12 April, 6pm
Don’t  miss  this  engaging  hour  with  award-winning 
novelist Rajorshi Chakraborti as he discusses his new 
novel ‘The man who would not see’. 
 

Spotlight On... Speaker sessions 
Tuesday 27 March/24 April, 2pm
Monthly speaker session with light refreshments to 
follow, 2-3pm fourth Tuesday of each month.
 

‘Last Thursday’ Evening Book Club
Thursday 29 March/26 April, 7pm. Members read the 
same book and meet to discuss it and exchange views. 
 

Spark Jump Workshops
Tuesdays: 3rd & 17th April, 10 - 12am.  -- Spaces still  
available at time of printing, phone us, see staff at 
the desk or follow the link on our website to book your 
place today. 
Spark Jump Workshop for families with chil-
dren who do not have an internet connec-
tion in their homes. $10 for 30GB, pre-pay ser-
vice with no fixed contract. Free wifi modem.  
 

Spark Jump Workshops
Thursdays: 12th & 26th April, 6 - 8pm.  -- Spaces still  
available at time of printing, phone us, see staff at 
the desk or follow the link on our website to book your 
place today. 
If required, you can register for our events at 
https://masterton.spydus.co.nz/events
You can find this link at the home page of the 
library website.

Pop in for one of  our popular weekly and  
monthly programmes!
 

Device Advice
Every Monday at 11am. Sit with each other and our 
staff experts and get the tutoring you need to get the 
most out of your device!
 

Story-Go-Round Pre-School Programme
Every Wednesday during term time, 10.30 - 11.30am
Fun with stories, singing and crafts.
 

Puanga Kohanga Te Reo Pre-School Programme
Every  Thursday during term time 10.30 - 11.30am
This programme is delivered in te reo Māori but is 
open to all.
 

Sit, Knit and Yarn (knitting & craft group)
Every Friday 10.00am - 12.00pm
 

Book Bugs Book Club (ages 10 - 13), 
First Wednesday every month, 5.30 - 7.00pm.  
Fun for all with crafts, speakers, activities & books.
 

Write On Masterton, with Catherine Cooper 
First Thursday every month, first session 5th April, 
6.30 - 8.00pm.  
A writers get-together to explore creativity through 
the written word. Free and open to anyone who 
loves - or longs - to write.
 

BookEnds Book Club
Monday 26 March/23 April, 1pm
Members choose their own titles to discuss on the 
fourth Monday of each month.
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Don’t miss this engaging hour with

Come meet Indian-born novelist Rajorshi Chakraborti,  
award-winning author of five novels and a collection of short fiction.  

His short story ‘Knock, Knock’ won second prize in the  
2011 Sunday Star-Times Short Story Award.

Join him while he talks about his new novel, where he explores the 
divergence of perceptions, how relationships can become distorted  
by guilt and remorse, and how we choose what we are willing to see.

This is a truly gripping novel that will keep you avidly engaged. 

Brought to life at your favourite library.
Masterton Library, Thursday 12  April at 6:00pm

Rajorshi Chakraborti

www.penguin.co.nz

Behind the words
 
‘Spotlight On...’ 
Library talks for 
2018:
March - Sarah Dill  
An interactive musical  
experience
April - Neil Frances
Remembering the Belgians
May - Gareth Winter
100 years, 100 lives 
June - Karina Gough
Chair Yoga
July - Mayor Lyn  
Patterson 
Keeping current
August - Maria Travers, 
Wairarapa Quilters
A quilting journey
September - Te  
Wharekura o  Wairarapa
Waiata-a-ringa action songs 
October - Zane Saba 
Chef on demand 
November - Hadlow Choir 
Carols & Cake 
 
Fourth Tuesday of the month, 
2-3pm, followed by coffee, 
tea & biscuits. 
 


