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“If you are 
going to get 
anywhere in 

life you have 
to read a lot 

of books”

- Roald Dahl
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COVER: Roald Dahl is rightly regarded as one of the greats of 
children’s literature, the author of such as classics as Matilda, 
James and the Giant Peach, and Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory. Another children’s classic is LEGO and this 
month we also celebrate this amazing toy. Of course there’s nothing 
actually stopping adults enjoying the world of Roald Dahl or LEGO 
themselves!

Compiled by Jon Adams, Masterton District Library
jona@library.mstn.govt.nz 

Getting to know your Library 
staff in ten questions...
What is your name?
Cindy-Jane Anderson

Where were you 
born?
Masterton

Favourite book from 
your Childhood?
Charlotte’s Web by E.B. 
White

What is your position at Masterton Library?
Children and Youth Services Team Librarian

Have you had any previous, non-librarian jobs?
Office Admin., shop assistant

Name thebook and author you are reading at 
the moment
This Child of Mine by Sinead Moriarty

Name a book you haven’t read but know you 
should:
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

If you had one magazine subscription it would 
be for...
Craft idea magazines

Favourite place to read...
Anywhere that is quiet, warm and comfy

If you were stranded on a desert island, what 
one book would you want with you?
How to build a boat!
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From your Library... Library Manager, Sandy Green

Like us on Facebook for the latest 
Library news, events, and some 

random fun stuff.

             I read the quote from Roald Dahl on the front cover and thought back to my early reading days 
and how they gave me the background to be doing what I am today. Roald Dahl wrote James 
and the Giant Peach in 1961, about the time I was starting to explore my future reading options 
because I was at the stage of having read out the children’s books at the Motueka Public Library 
and the school library. When I went to high school the biggest excitement for me was the access 

to a whole new set of titles that I hadn’t read before. My desire to read meant that at night, after lights out, I 
would stand on my bed with my book on the window sill of the high window that overlooked the French doors of 
our lounge where the lights were on and I could see enough to read. I didn’t dare try to turn on a light and wasn’t 
allowed a torch as I read too much anyway.

   Our public librarian was Miss Nettlefold and I still remember the look she gave me when I started to take out 
Biographies from the adult section in my desperation to find something new to read. I read all of the cricket 
biographies along with anything else that was of even the slightest interest to me.  When I tried to take out adult 
fiction by Jean Plaidy and Gerogette Heyer, after discussing this with my mother, I was refused access until I had 
written permission. Even then every issue was given with a huge sigh and a disapproving look over the top of her 
glasses. My career in libraries started in that same public library after Miss Nettlefold had retired and looking 
back I feel that I found my ‘anywhere’ as a result of my love for reading and the wide variety of books I devoured 
that gave me an interest in supporting people to achieve and find their place in life through reading to acquire 
knowledge.

   In my time as a school librarian and children’s librarian I would not be able to count the number of times I put 
a book by Roald Dahl in the hands of children who either asked for them or needed encouragement to read. The 
same Roald Dahl titles sit on the shelves in our Children’s section today, although there have been many new 
copies in the 26 years that I have been working at the Masterton Library, and the timelessness of the stories 
means that this is likely to continue well into the future. I now buy the adult fiction and note the continued 
interest in reading these timeless stories as well. Here’s hoping that the 100 year celebrations will inspire a 
new generation of readers to experience the writing of a man who really understood what reading can do for the 
reader. 
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Roald Dahl - the World’s No.1 Storyteller
   September 2016 marks 100 years since the birth of Roald Dahl, the author being described in the 
build up to the centenary celebrations as “the world’s number one storyteller”. While such a title 
will no doubt cause some debate, there can be no disputing the enduring popularity of Roald Dahl’s 
writing, particularly for children. Film adaptations of his work keep introducing him to new audiences 
and he remains one of the world’s best-selling authors.

   Roald Dahl was born on the 13th of September 1916 in Llandaff, Wales. His parents were Norwegian  migrants 
and his family spoke Norwegian in the home - Dahl was named after famed Norwegian polar explorer Roald 
Amundsen.  Dahl’s parents were keen for him to receive an English education but Dahl often found the schools 
oppressive and with an ingrained institutionalised violence - and his hatred of cruelty and corporal punishment 
often featured in his later writing. At school he excelled at sports and although he was not regarded as an obviously 
talented writer he developed a passion for literature and also had a great interest in photography.

   In 1934 Dahl began working for the Shell petroleum company in the UK and in 1936 he transferred to Africa. In 
August 1939, as World War Two loomed, Dahl was made a lieutenant in the King’s African Rifles, commanding a 
platoon of troops charged with rounding up Germans in Tanzania. In November 1939 he signed up with the Royal 
Air Force and served in Africa, the Middle East, and the Mediterranean. In 1941, having attained the rank of flying 
officer, Dahl began to suffer debilitating headaches which could cause him to black out. He was sent back home 
to Britain where he initially worked as an instructor before being appointed as an assistant air attaché at the 
British Embassy in Washington D.C. where he worked to promote US involvement in the war effort and also provide 
intelligence on the US back to Britain.

   Dahl was invalided out of the RAF in 1946 having attained the substantive rank of squadron leader. In 1953 
he married American actress Patricia Neal and the couple had five children together. During the war Dahl had 

several pieces of writing published in magazines and in 1943 his first 
children’s book, The Gremlins was released. As a young father Dahl 
began making up bedtime stories for his children and some of these 
became the basis for a  future stories, starting with James and the 
Giant Peach in 1961, and followed by a succession of classics of 
children’s literature including Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
(1964); Fantastic Mr Fox (1970); Danny the Champion of the World 
(1975); and The BFG (1982). In 1977 Dahl began a long association 
with illustrator Quentin Blake whose drawings have come to be 
almost synonymous with Dahl’s books.
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   Dahl also wrote for adults, and is particularly well known for his short stories, which are renowned for their dark 
humour and surprising endings. These were published in several magazines and collections including Kiss Kiss 
(1960), Switch Bitch (1974), and The Wonderful World of Henry Sugar and six more (1977). In 1979 ITV 
produced a television series Tales of the Unexpected, adapting Dahl’s stories from a collection of the same 
name. Eight more series were produced featuring stories by Dahl and other writers, and Dahl himself introduced 
many of the stories in a preliminary monologue. Despite being produced on a relatively low-budget the stories 
have attained something of a cult following and the actors who appeared include names such as John Gielgud, 
Brian Blessed, Derek Jacobi and Joan Collins.

   Tragedy struck Dahl in 1962 when his eldest child, Olivia, died of measles encephalitis at the age of seven. Dahl 
dedicated his book The BFG to the memory of Olivia, and also became a prominent supporter of immunisation. 
Dahl and Neal divorced in 1983 and soon after he married Felicity ‘Liccy’ Crossland and the couple moved into 
his house in Buckinghamshire, England. On the 23rd of November 1990, and at the age of 74, Roald Dahl died 
of a blood disease. His family has managed his estate and continued his charitable work including Roald Dahl’s 
Marvellous Children’s Charity, which provides care and support to seriously ill children and young people in the 
UK. The family has also carried on the writing tradition - his daughter Chantal Sophia ‘Tessa’ Dahl worked as an 
actor then author (including children’s books), and her daughter, and Roald’s granddaughter, is the author, and 
former model, Sophie Dahl.
   
   Roald Dahl has received many accolades for his writing - he is frequently ranked among the best children’s 
writers, and JK Rowling listed Charlie and the Chocolate Factory as one of the top ten books every child 
should read. He is famous for his imagination and invention, his incredible characters such as Willie Wonka, and 
the Fantastic Mr Fox, and his creative wordplay 
such as ‘scrumdiddlyumptious’. Perhaps the 
greatest appeal of his books, however, is that 
they often feature stories of underdog characters 
who are poorly treated but remain honest, kind, 
and good, and who are ultimately rewarded; while 
those who are greedy, selfish and cruel, usually 
get their comeuppance. Dahl’s appeal shows 
no sign of waning and the library has numerous 
titles available for our members including his 
fiction for children and adults, his biography Boy 
and the recently released Love from Boy: Roald 
Dahl’s letters to his mother, and a couple of 
biographies about this fascinating and gifted man.
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LEGO... Everything is Awesome!

                  
   Since its first release in 1949, LEGO, the interlocking 
toy bricks made by the Lego Group based in Denmark, 
has gone on to become one of the world’s most popular 
toys. The LEGO brand has developed to include video 
games, books, movies and Legoland theme-parks, and 
produced lines that tie in with pop culture icons such as 
the Marvel and DC Superheroes, Harry Potter, Disney 
and Star Wars. In July 2016 it was estimated that 600 
billion LEGO pieces have been produced.

   The LEGO company’s philosophy is that ‘good quality 
play’ enriches a child’s life, and lays the foundation for 
later adult life. The company also has the motto that 
“only the best is good enough”, and strives to  produce 
toys that are safe, durable, and of high quality. The 
company is looking at ways to reduce its environmental 
impact and to use only sustainable materials for their 
products and packaging.  The durability of LEGO makes 
it a long lasting toy and any LEGO bricks produced 
since 1958 will fit together, meaning that LEGO can 
span generations of users.
   

   The truly great feature of LEGO is that although it 
comes in kits with instructions to follow, it also allows 
for independent thought and imagination. The bricks 
can be combined in countless ways allowing children 
to build an incredible variety of constructions. Play is an 
important part of our cognitive development and LEGO 
encourages creativity, critical thinking, and problem 
solving, and is an introduction to the  principals of 
design and construction.

   The imagination that playing with LEGO encourages 
was a key feature of The LEGO Movie, the computer 
animated film released in 2014 and featuring the 
voices of Chris Pratt, Will Ferrell, and Elizabeth Banks. 
In the movie our hero Emmet, an ordinary construction 
worker, must save the LEGO universe from a evil tyrant 
who wants trap it in an eternally static state. Without 
wanting to give too much plot away (and the DVD is 
available from the Library for anyone who wants to see 
it), creativity and independent thought win the day and 
‘thinking outside of the box’ when it comes to building 
with LEGO is shown to be the greatest strength of all.
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   Creative use of LEGO blocks in the visual arts has 
also extended to amateurs, and many happy hours can 
be spent online watching stop-motion videos created 
using LEGO bricks. Many of these are parodies of films 
ranging from Lord of the Rings to the Blues Brothers, 
while others tackle musical artists including Michael 
Jackson, U2, and The Who. Others are completely 
original and cover a range of genres including comedy, 
action, drama, even horror, although any truly horrific 
effect is  somewhat mitigated by the use of the familiar, 
and cute, LEGO minifigures.
    
   Many books have been produced to support the LEGO 
universe and the library has a large selection of these 
available for our borrowers. For young readers we have 
a large number of LEGO-themed Early Readers which 
cover many of the themes LEGO toys are based around 
including Pirates, Police, Super heroes and Star Wars. 
These highly visual books are immediately engaging to 
young readers as they are attracted to characters they 
know and the very familiar style of the LEGO blocks. 
Most of our LEGO-inspired readers are published by 
Dorling Kindersley who provide an easy-to-follow guide 
of the reading level of each book.

   

   

   

More LEGO inspired stories can be found in our Junior 
Fiction collection including books based around LEGO 
Ninjago, LEGO Bionicle and LEGO Star Wars. The 
Junior Graphics collection includes books based on  
the  LEGO Ninjago and LEGO: Legends of Chima toys. 
The Junior Non-Fiction collection also has a great range 
of LEGO themed books including LEGO Star Wars in 
100 Scenes by Daniel Likowitz, the LEGO Play Book: 
Ideas to Bring Your Bricks to Life again by Daniel 
Lipkowitz, and LEGO Minifigure: Year by Year: A 
Visual History by Greg Farshtey (and Daniel Lipkowitz!). 
Also in the Junior Non-Fiction collection, but probably 
just as  appealing to adults is Beautiful LEGO by Mike 
Doyle, a compendium of LEGO artwork that showcases 
pieces ranging from lifelike replicas of everyday objects 
and famous monuments to imaginative renderings of 
spaceships, mansions, and mythical creatures. 

   Masterton Library is in the process of organising our 
own LEGO club so LEGO fans keep an eye out for details 
over the next few weeks.
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What’s on in the Library this month...

Roald Dahl Day
13 September

Join us at the library for a phizz-
whizzing celebration of the 100th 

Anniversary of the birth of Roald Dahl.

Movies - Crafts - Fun

Puanga Kohanga Te Reo Pre-School Programme
Thursday the 1st, 8th, and 15th of September,
10:30am 

Library Yarners - those who knit, crochet & craft
Friday the 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th of Septem-
ber, 10:00am - 12:00pm

Story-Go-Round Pre-School Programme
Wednesday the 7th, 14th, and 21st of 
September, 10:30am

Book Bugs Book Club (ages 10-13)
Wednesday the 7th of September,
5:30pm - 6:30pm

Learn to Crochet (special Library Yarners event)
Friday 9th of September, 10:00am

Maths Is Fun - Registration
Tuesday the 13th of September
(programme runs October 3rd - 6th)

Masterton Library Book Group
Monday the 26th of September,
1:00pm 

Hell’s Pizza Reading Challenge
Monday 26 September - Friday 28 October

Seniors Celebrate
Tuesday the 27 of September,
2:00pm

Kids For Kiwi
Wednesday the 28th of September
1:00pm

There are lots of events and activities happening at 
the Library over the next few months. Check them out 
on our Events page https://masterton.spydus.co.nz/
events

Also check the Library Noticeboard for more Wairarapa 
events
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From The Wairarapa Archive...
   When the Shelf Life editor explained that this month’s issue was 
dedicated to Roald Dahl I thought I might have trouble finding a 
Wairarapa historical connection to the Welsh-born writer.  I first 
thought of a very tenuous connection.  The garden Dahlia is named 
after the Swedish botanist Andreas Dahl, and a couple who rank 
among the world’s best dahlia breeders live in the Wairarapa and 
their daughter works at the library.  But then I thought that was 
straining things a little.

   Then I thought of James and the Giant Peach¸ and that 
brought to mind the fertility bonus that new settlers found when 
they cleared fertile forest land.  The best example I know about 
is this wonderful photograph from the Alexander Turnbull Library, 
showing the cook, the camp and cabbage, from an unidentified 
site in Wairarapa in the 1880s.   But that, of course, is not a peach.

   But there were peaches very early in the Wairarapa, at Tinui – or 
should I say Peaches.  Ann Peach from the Isle of Wight married 
John Groves and together with their family, arrived at Castlepoint 
in 1855. One of the Groves family farms was (and still is) called 
‘Peach Grove’.  Another Peach family member, Charles, married 
Caroline Cripps, daughter of Isaac and Sarah Cripps who had 
come to New Zealand after the failed colonisation of the Auckland 
Islands.  But they never had a son called James, and none of the 
family was especially big.

   Then of course, there is Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and 
the story of the five golden tickets.  There was the Nyco chocolate 
factory, in Featherston from the late 1970s until the early 1990s.  
But as far as I know they never had any special competition, and 
they certainly didn’t have any Oompa Loompas working the factory. 
So I really don’t have anything to say about Roald Dahl – except I 
love him and his dark sense of humour!

Gareth Winter
Charles and Caroline Peach

The Cook, the Camp, and the Cabbage, 
Wairarapa, c.1890s (collection of the Alex-

ander Turnbull Library)
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   As one of the most popular children’s authors of all time, it is not surprising that Roald Dahl is also an important 
name in the world of motion pictures. Many of Dahl’s stories have been adapted into films including Willy 
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory (released in 1971 with Gene Wilder playing Willy Wonka and remade in 
2005 as Charlie and the Chocolate Factory with Johnny Depp in the role of Willy Wonka); Matilda in 1996 
starring Mara Wilson in the lead role with Danny DeVito and Rhea Perlman as her appalling parents; and the 
Fantastic Mr Fox in 2009, a stop-motion animation featuring the vocal talents of George Clooney, Meryl Streep 
and Bill Murray. Perhaps less well-known is Dahl’s work as a screenwriter  - in the 1960 he wrote screenplays for 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and the James Bond film You Only Live Twice, both based on books by Ian Flemming.
   
   Although Roald Dahl was apparently unimpressed with the movie adaptations of his books, they lend themselves 
well to film and many have become if not blockbusters, at least cult favourites. They are filled with beloved 
characters, exciting and engaging stories, and Dahl’s wonderfully wild imagination - increasingly well conveyed  
as the technology of special effects has advanced. Dahl’s estate has also been particularly careful to control the 
process, insisting that there be no sequels or spin-offs, and rather than selling the stories directly to a studio, 
they have waited to connect with individual filmmakers with a passion to film a particular story.
   
   This year Disney released The BFG, directed by Steven Spielberg and once again this is a remake - the original 
BFG film was an animated version released in 1989 and featured David Jason as the voice of the giant. The story 
tells of a young girl named Sophie and her adventures with the Big Friendly Giant who, despite his intimidating 
appearance, is a kind-hearted soul and an outcast from the other giants because of his refusal to eat children. 
The latest film has received generally positive reviews and in particular has been praised for its use of motion-
capture technology to create a realistic giant. It also features one-time Masterton resident Jemain Clement as 
one of the less pleasant giants, Fleshlumpeater. 

Roald Dahl at the Movies
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It’s September, the start of Spring and beginning of the transition to longer days and warmer weather. 
It also an opportunity to discover what books people were reading to get them through the winter 
months. Below are the most reserved Fiction, Junior Fiction and Young Adult Fiction titles over the 
period June to August.

Winter Reading

FICTION
5. After You 
Jojo Moyes

4. All the Light We Cannot 
See

 Anthony Doerr
3. The Girl on the Train 

Paula Hawkins
2. The Dry 
Jane Harper

1. Me Before You 
JoJo Moyes

YOUNG ADULT
5. Being Magdalene

Fleur Beale 
4. New Guard 

Robert Muchamore
3. Divergent 
Veronica Roth

2. Maximum Security 
Robert Muchamore

1. Miss Peregrine’s Home for 
Peculiar Children 

Ransome Riggs 

JUNIOR FICTION
5. The 65-Storey Tree House 

Andy Griffiths 
4. The World’s Worst Children  

David Walliams 
3. The BFG 
Roald Dahl

2. The 78-Storey Tree House  
Andy Griffiths 

1. Harry Potter and the 
Cursed Child        
J.K. Rowling 
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Kids 
For 
Kiwi

Join us at the Masterton District Library for an afternoon with 
Pukaha Mt. Bruce, String Bean Puppets, and a colouring-in 
competition. Prizes to be won!

Masterton District Library - 28/09/2016 - 1pm


