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Like us on Facebook for the 
latest Library news, events, 
and some random fun stuff.

Follow us:
Facebook: Masterton District 
Library
Twitter: @mstnlib
Instagram: mstnlib

Four electronic magazines available through Zinio.
Peppermint 
A green fashion magazine, covering 
eco and ethical style with a fun, 
fresh, intelligent and positive spin. 

Handyman New Zealand 
Packed full of step-by-step 
projects that turn the ordinary into 
extraordinary. 

Readers Digest 
Thought-provoking and 
entertaining, with interesting 
features in each issue. 

Pets (back issues only) 
A fun magazine for kids and 
families who love their pets 
and want to learn more about 
responsible pet ownership.
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We also reported on the customer 
service highlights for the year. 
• Unlocking Curious Minds Funding 

from MBIE for digital experienc-
es for children from low decile 
schools.

• Established Wi Fi access and an 
e-centre at Te Awhina Cameron 
Community House

• Class visits for maker, coding and 
library technology experiences

• Became a delivery partner for 2020 Trust deliver-
ing Stepping Up computer courses and introduced 
Spark Jump low cost broadband

• Continued to support SMART shared services and 
deliver the service to our customers

• Introduced outreach visits to provide reading materials 
and promote library services to rest homes and villages

• The Sit, Knit ‘n Yarn group provided knitted items 
to the Maternity Unit of the Wairarapa DHB includ-
ing over 70 singlets for new born babies.

• Delivered the Summer Reading, Winter Warmers 
and Maths is Fun programmes along with digital 
programmes for coding, 3D design and print, Mine-
craft, Lego and Unmaking.

• Continued to deliver our Homebound service to over 
50 people fortnightly and our Spotlight On programme.

While we were doing this we continued to provide 

From your library...

Your Library has reported on the performance 
for the year until the 30 June 2017.
We achieved our target of renewing 10% of our book stock annually and achieved 100% satisfaction for the 
programmes that we evaluated.

our core service of reading and information materials 
to our customers issuing 275,000 items to you and 
processing the 29,600 reservations you placed for 
pickup at your library along with providing scanning, 
printing and faxing services and supporting you use 
your devices and our online services.

We really appreciate the fact that you continue to 
use your library and our services and look forward to 
providing you with library services for the 2017.2018 
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Kirsty Mitchell, Charge Midwife 
Manager at the Masterton Maternity 
Unit couldn’t stop smiling when we 
delivered a big pile of items from 
Library knitters in early September! 

Masterton babies have benefited 
from over 35 singlets from the Knit 
Kits as well as other items made and 
donated by generous knitters and 
crocheters. 

More Knit Kits will be available soon 
and any cash donations to purchase 
the appropriate yarn are very welcome.

If you would like to help, contact 
Chris or Sandy (06) 370 6253.

Masterton Babies Benefit 
from Library Knitters
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Tech Fun With DPS Maker-time

Last term we were lucky enough 
to have some students from 
Lakeview school come in and 
view their artwork. A big thanks 
to all the Teachers and Whanau 
helpers that brought the students 
in and to local author and 
illustrator Michelle O’Connell for 
putting the artwork together.

Here at Masterton library we love to encourage 
learning out side of the classroom, some great examples 
of this are our code clubs, our Makercrate sessions, 
teaching 3D design and print, and our wonderful 
reading programmes just to name a few. 

We like to be able to use the skills we have to get 
creative and get kids trying new technologies. We want 
Wairarapa kids to be right at the forefront of our rapidly 
changing technological environment.  

During term 3 Angela, Digital Services & Tech Team 
Librarian went along to help out some of the year 3 and 
4 kids at DPS with a few of their maker-time sessions. 

The first couple of sessions were robotic programming 
with Edison Robots which was new for the kids, they got 
the hang of it very quickly, and we all enjoyed the race 
to the target at the end of the lesson.

We also had great fun learning about electrical 
circuits and how they work. The kids even created their 
own greeting card which had a robot on the front, with a 
flashing LED light by creating a circuit using conductive 
electrical paint and a small battery!

Great learners DPS!

Some of the Douglas Park School Year 3 and 4 students 
showing off their flashing robot cards they created by making 
a circuit with conductive electrical paint.
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Curious Minds Unlocked

Over the last 2 school terms this 
year, Masterton District Library 
has been running an after school 
programme with students from 
Lake View School.

We have been teaching the 
kids computer coding, robot 
programming, 3D Design & print, 
and a ‘3Dponics’ project where 
they learn the importance of clean 
healthy living and sustainability, as 
well as 3D printing for meaningful 
applications. 

We were able to achieve this by 
applying for funding through Unlocking 
Curious Minds. The funding enabled 
us to provide transport for the kids, as 
well as materials and equipment.

We are all excited for term 4, as 
we now have a great foundation of 
technological knowledge to build on.
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Our end of Term Showcase presentation evening. Family and friends attended to support the kids and celebrate 
in their achievements this term. A fun night of Virtual Reality and pizza was enjoyed by all.
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There is nothing that more clearly defines the start of spring that the sound of people digging out their gardening 
clothes, dusting off their spades and forks, and flicking through their copies of Yates Garden Guide – the 
gardening season has arrived.

79 Editions and Still Growing Strong
From  the Archive  

It is remarkable that over a million copies of 
Yates Garden Guide have been sold since 1895.  
The guide was originally the work of Arthur Yates, 
an Englishman who came to 
New Zealand to escape rainy 
weather, and ironically, settled 
in Auckland.

A short time after establishing 
himself as a seedsman, he shifted 
to Australia, leaving a brother to 
run the New Zealand business. 
The two businesses were run 
separately for a while, but were re-
united in the 1980s.

The guide has changed over 
the years, and historians of 
gardening take great delight in 
looking back over older editions 
noticing how the seed varieties 
change over time, and how 
plants come into and go out of 
fashion.

This year Yates have issued the 
79th edition of their venerable 
publication, and as well as containing lots of useful 

advice on planting times and crop rotations, it has 
chapters on organic and low-allergen gardening, how 
to encourage children to garden, container gardening, 

and how to be water-wise in the 
garden.

It is a useful guide for those 
starting on their gardening 
career, and even most 
experienced gardeners will 
have copies of this book on 
the shelf.  The newest edition 
has some interesting sections 
that reflect our changing 
social conditions – how to 
establish a community garden, 
encouraging bees in the 
garden, growing microgreens, 
and looking after chickens in 
the garden.  Newcomers to 
gardening will find some good 
hints by more experienced 
practitioners, and will be able 
to use the problem-solving 
charts to answer some of the 

tricky questions they will stumble across.  
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Masterton Library, 
in partnership with 
the Spark Foundation 
and 20/20 Trust, are 
offering Spark Jump 
modems to local 
families that want to 
get their kids online.

Every child in New 
Zealand deserves to 
have the opportunities 

Low Cost Broadband for the Family!
If you have a school-age child, and do not have access to broadband internet, we want to help you!

to learn and thrive in the 
modern digital economy. 
Spark Jump is a new 
social programme to 
bring subsidised home 
broadband to thousands of 
New Zealand children.

We know that the ability 
to continue online learning 
at home and strong 
whanau engagement is 
crucial for our young people 
to succeed. Spark Jump is 
our way of helping solve this 
Digital Divide, by ensuring 
children have digital access 
both at school and in the 
home. The scheme offers 
30GB of data for just $10 
and families have the added 
flexibility of topping up as 
they go. The pre-paid offer 
means there’s no contract 
or credit check required.Top 
up the balance exactly as 
you would on your phone.

If you are interested, 
sign up to the Spark Jump 
course at the library where 
we give you your Spark 
Jump Modem and teach you 
how to use and top it up.
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Te Wiki o Te Reo - 
Celebrating Maori Language Week

One of the ways we celebrated 
Maori Language Week was by 
creating a wonderful Te Reo activity 
booklet for kids to take away and 
complete. Activities included Te 
Reo word finds, picture drawing, 
colouring in and word match.

We encouraged the kids to take 
one home and once they had 
completed it, they could bring it 
back. We copied the wonderful 
pictures they had drawn, and 
gave them a small reward pack 
that included a certificate for 
participating in Te Wiki o Te Reo 
2017. Ka Pai!

Come in and see more of the wonderful artworks hanging in the 
children’s area.
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School Holiday Colouring Competition
Colour our Library cat and win movie tickets!  
Age groups are : 0 - 5
 6 - 9 
 10 & above
Winners will be notified, and published in the 
November issue of Shelf Life.
Entries close 3.30.pm Friday the 20th October.

Name: _________________________

Age: ___________________________

Phone: ________________________

Email: _________________________
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What’s on at the library...
Device Advice 
Every Monday at 11am. Sit with each other and our 
staff experts and get the tutoring you need to get the 
most out of your device!

Book Bugs Book Club (ages 10 - 13)
Wednesday 1 November, 5.30 - 6.30pm
Fun for all with crafts, speakers, activities and books!

Sit, Knit and Yarn (knitting & craft group) 
Every Friday 10.00am - 12.00pm

Stepping Up: Introduction to Tablets (registration 
required) Tuesday 17 October 10am.

Term 4 Code Club Registration  
Tuesday 17 October 3:30pm. Learn to code, design 
the future!  Register now for our Term 4 coding 
club, held at the libray every Tuesday afternoon 
from 3:30pm-4:30pm. PLEASE NOTE: This is only a 
registration of interest. We will contact you to during 
the holidays to confirm your place.

Stepping Up: Introduction to Tablets (registration 
required) Tuesday 17 October 6pm.

BookEnds Book Club 
Monday 23 October, 1pm. Members choose their own 
titles to discuss on the fourth Monday of each month.

Stepping Up: Computer Basics (registration 
required) Tuesday 24 October 10am at the 
Wairarapa Archive. This class is designed for first-
time computer users. You will learn how to use the 
core functions of a computer and file management.

“Last Thursday” Book Club 
Thursday 26 October 7pm. Members read the same 
book and meet to discuss it and exchange views. 

Stepping Up: Photo Editing Basics (registration 
required) Tuesday 31 October 10am at the 
Wairarapa Archive. Learn how to crop, edit and colour 
your digital photos. In this class we will be using 
PIXLR Editor (free online picture editing software) to 
edit and fix digital photos. Most of the skills learnt 
in this class can be used with other photo editing 
software such as Paint or Photoshop.

Seniors Celebrate - Spotlight On 
Tuesday, 2pm, 24 October. Speakers and 
entertainment for adults.

Stepping Up: Spark Jump (registration required) 
Tuesday 7 November 10am. Introducing a new social 
programme bringing subsidised home broadband to 
thousands of New Zealand children.

Stepping Up: Spark Jump (registration required) 
Thursday 9 November 6pm. 

Stepping Up: Intro to Smart Phones (registration 
required) Tuesday 14 November 10.am and also 
6.pm Thursday November 16. Learn how to use your 
smart phone for more than just phone calls.

Stepping Up:  Tablets 2 (registration required) 
Tuesday 21 November 10.am.

Stepping Up:  Google Drive (registration 
required) Tuesday 28 November 10.am.

Stepping Up: Trade Me (registration required) 
Tuesday 5 December 10.am.

Stepping Up: Ancestry (registration required) 
Tuesday 12 December 10.am.

Stepping Up: Smartphones 2 (registration 
required) Tuesday 19 December 10.am.


