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Whakataukī
Wisdom from the Māori World.

“He manako te kōura i kore ai.”
“Wishing for the crayfish 

 won’t bring it.”
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In recent years the advent of the internet, Google and 
ready access to information about anything at any 
time, has resulted in a reduction in use of many parts 
of libraries’ non-fiction collections. 

Surprisingly, given the number of YouTube videos 
about how to do almost anything, the craft and hobby 
sections have not been as affected as many other 
subjects. 

Perhaps people who make things with their hands 
or collect objects in the real world enjoy the tactile 
pleasure of handling a book as much as they relish the 
ideas and techniques contained within one.  

Whatever the reason, the arts, crafts and hobbies are 
still well represented in the items we keep and in the 
loans that they generate and thus they continue to earn 
their keep on our shelves where every item has to prove 
its worth and earn its space.

Have a good look around or ask the staff to show you 
where to find books, magazines and DVDs about your own sports and leisure interests. Gardening, hunting 
and fishing, origami, knitting, crochet, quilting and a range of other fibre arts are all well represented. I’m 
told that some people even think of cooking as a hobby rather than a daily necessity! We also have books 
especially for children, to introduce them to a range of craft and hobby activities.  

Don’t forget that as a member of the SMART collaboration, we have access to many more items than those 
you can see on our shelves. Once again ask staff for assistance or use the online catalogue to find and 
reserve items from the other SMART libraries at no charge. 

When the collaboration was being formed we did an exercise in comparison to find out just how many of our 
non-fiction titles were duplicated between the public libraries. One of the subjects tested was knitting – we 
were very surprised to find that there was only about a 25% overlap between the libraries and experience 
has shown this to be the case in almost all subjects. 

Whatever your hobby is, we can probably find something to feed your obsession!  

Christine Hawker - Customer Services Librarian

From your library...
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The things we do...
What do the Masterton Library staff get up to in their spare time? (No we don’t sleep on top of the 
bookshelves at night.)

It’s fair to say that some of us pretty passionate about our gardens and cats (are pets hobbies? Or members 
of the family…?). There are also a few keen crafters amongst us.

Some of our other hobbies include gaming, netball, playing 
darts, photography, reading (of course!), scrabble, genealogy, 
fishing, playing guitar, listening to podcasts (Charlotte 
recommends S-Town, Good Job Brain, Stuff You Should Know, 
Friday Night Comedy) and collecting ceramics in the shape of 
vegetable and other food items. 

Thea likes to tramp. 

“I enjoy the scenery, the exercise and the socialising 
of tramping with the Masterton Tramping Club. I 
stay safe and visit places I wouldn’t go on my own. 
My confidence gets tested every time I venture into 
the mountains due to the steep incline of most of the 
tracks. And at the end of the day when I’m cleaning 
the mud off my boots I have a wonderful feeling of 
satisfaction having survived and enjoyed another 
tramp.”

What ever your past-time passion, it’s good for the brain and soul to have an 
activity that absorbs your attention and stimulates you. Research shows that 
engaging in enjoyable activities is also good for your health. 

As summer reaches out before you, you may find yourself with more time on 
your hands to explore that long lost desire to take up macramé (it’s coming back 
BTW). And where better place to start than at your library!
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Registration for the 2017/2018 Summer Reading Programme takes place at 
Masterton Library from Monday 27 November.  

The programme itself runs from the 4 December to 17 January, and is one of 
the highlights of our year with literally hundreds of children participating. This 
year the programme has a jungle theme and we’re encouraging the kids to be 
‘Wild About Reading’.

Children enrolled in the programme read library books (or have library book 
read to them) and then come to the library to ‘report in’ – talk with a member of 
staff about the books they have been reading. 

Reporting in is a great opportunity for kids to talk about books they’ve enjoyed and get suggestions on new 
books, subjects or authors they may like. Children receive incentive prizes and can report in twice a week. 
Children who manage to report in four times during the six weeks of the programme qualify for a certificate, 
book prize and to attend the finale event.

The Summer Reading Programme is for pre-school 
and primary school children. A te reo programme 
is available for children who wish to complete the 
programme in Māori, and the iRead programme is also 
available for intermediate school-aged children. All of 
this is available for free thanks to the funding of the 
Eastern and Central Community Trust.

Unfortunately places are limited but we do our best to 
get as many people participating in the programme as 
we can. As an extra feature of the Summer Reading 
Programme, the library is also hosting performances 
by fantastic storytellers and entertainers and everyone 
is welcome to attend these 
events. 

Keep a look out for these 
and more information on the 
library’s Facebook page. 

Summer Reading Programme 2017-18
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I am very fortunate to be able to combine my hobby with my passion for gardens and flowers. For as long as I 
can remember my happy place was in the garden. When looking around the garden that I have had for nearly 
40 years, it is like a tapestry of treasures. There are plants that I have grown from cuttings from friends and 
family gardens, beautiful roses planted in a remembrance garden for past family members and adored pets 
plus of course weedy areas that I have not had time to tame.

Part of my job at the library is buying the gardening books for all ages and different types of gardeners, 
whether you have a large rambling garden, a quarter acre section, a biodynamic plot or a kitchen windowsill. 

We have a great selection of new garden books with lots of ideas and helpful hints for organic gardens, 
composting, using less water, beautiful David Austin roses or the latest gardener’s bible Yates Garden Guide.

Well worth a look at are:

The bee friendly garden: easy 
ways to help the bees and make 
your garden grow by Doug Purdie.  
ANF 635.9 PUR

Gardening on a shoestring: 100 
fun upcycled garden projects by 
Alex Mitchell; photography by Sarah 
Cuttle.  
ANF 635 MIT

For the love of gardening

New small garden: 
contemporary principles, 
planting and practice by Noel 
Kingsbury  
ANF 712.6 KIN

The bold dry garden: 
lessons from the 
Ruth Bancroft Garden 
by Johanna Silver; 
photographs by Marion 
Brenner. ANF 635.9 SIL

Straw bale gardens: the 
breakthrough method for growing 
vegetables anywhere, earlier and 
without weeding by Joel Karsten. 
ANF 365 KAR

Growing vegetables: an easy 
guide for all seasons by Sarah 
O’Neil.  
ANF 635 ONE
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Now that my 93-year-old mother has weeded her veggie patch she is very keen to get her potatoes planted 
ready for Christmas. She has shared her love of gardening with all her children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren.

Children love getting dirty and exploring nature. They get unexpected delight when something they have 
planted produces a flower or vegetable share with them these delightful picture books.

How does my garden grow? 
by Gerda Muller. PB MUL 
“A warm story of a child’s 
summer at her grandparents’ 
French country farm that 
lovingly describes basic 
gardening techniques.”

Strawberries for 
Christmas by Rebecca 
Bayer and Linley Wellington. 
PB BEY 
“A gentle story that explores 
the themes of family and 
Christmas traditions in 
a classic Kiwi Christmas 
setting.”

If all this sounds too much like hard work, relax under a tree and escape into one of the many beautiful 
garden pictorial books and magazines we have at the library.  - Jane Horsham, Children’s Librarian

For the love of gardening

Plant the Tiny Seed by Christie 
Matheson. PB MAT 
“Christie Matheson masterfully 
combines the wonder of 
the natural world with the 
interactivity of reading.”

We have lots of  non-fiction gardening books for 
children in the library. 

Look out for the yellow spine labels on the books:  
JNF 635

In & Out of Paris: Gardens of Secret Delights by Zahid Sardar with photographs 
by Marion Brenner. ANF 635 094 SAR

“Comprised of forty-one garden “stories” loosely categorised as garden estates, 
public parks, and privately owned spaces, In & Out of Paris: Gardens of Secret 
Delights traces the evolution and adaptation of Paris as a garden city, where 
contemporary design is infused with historic meaning. The large estates and 
public parks of the city provide context for its private, intimate spaces, which 
include courtyards, rooftops, those hidden behind hôtel particulier walls and within 
suburban locations.”
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English to Māori 
Crossword Whakapae | Across

1. bird (4)
3. little (3)
8. crossword puzzle (9)
11. fish (3)
12. garden (4)
13. railway (10)
14. oven (3)
15. book (8)
16. collect (8)
19. guitar (8)
21. horse (5)
22. art (3)

Whakararo | Down
2. cat (5)
4. play (6)
5. drink (3)
6. jigsaw puzzle (9)
7. pastime (8)
9. pet (6)
10. dog (4)
12. aeroplane (8)
17. walk (5)
18. music (5)
20. food (3)

Answers on page 11.

Clues | Tuwhiri
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Nearly 70 years ago my grandparents were part of a group that 
formed the New Zealand Iris Society (NZIS).  They were both 
keen amateur iris breeders, as was my Uncle Ron, who was 
President of the NZIS for many years.

Therefore, it was no surprise that I ended up breeding irises, 
although in my case it is an unusual group of species from 
North America rather than the more familiar flag irises, the tall 
bearded varieties.

Pacific Coast irises are an interbreeding group of closely-
related species that evolved on the west coast of the United 
States after crossing the Bering Strait from Asia. They have 
really only been bred for the garden in the past fifty years – the 
flowers are now larger, more rounded, and have an increasing 
range of colour.

They are fussy about where they grow. They are difficult 
outside their home environment, or in areas that have very 
similar climates. Fortunately New Zealand’s climate is very 
close to the of their natural habitat and they grow well here.

In order to successfully breed any flowers, you need to control 
the flow of pollen reaching the selected mother plant.  In the 
case of irises, that means cutting off some of the petals on 
the putative mother, as bees will invariably reach the flowers 
before you do.

Although it is quite a specialised field, there are plenty of other 
plant breeders in Wairarapa. Award-winning dahlias, camellias, irises, daffodils, apples and plums have all 
been raised in our district.

If you are interested in delving into the subject, there are books available on the subject in a general sense, 
and more detailed information to be found on particular types of plant in specialised publications on those 
plants. 

Make sure you read up a bit before you start. It will save you making some of the mistakes that most tyro 
plant breeders make when starting out. And good luck! - Gareth Winter

Breeding irises
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River Cottage: Summer’s 
Here 
From pea shooters, parsley 
pesto and potted mackerel, to 
roast potato gnocchi and goats 
cheesecake with gooseberries, 
Hugh’s delicacies are washed 
down with lashings of gorse 
flower wine and carrot and 
spruce beer.

DVDs
Gardening with Soul
Filmed in Wellington, this film 
follows Sister Loyola Galvin, the 
main gardener for the House 
of Compassion. Themes of 
faith, aging and compassion 
sit alongside the practicalities 
of community life and the 
importance of good compost 
in this intimate, funny and 
moving portrait of a woman 
approaching the end of her life.

The Best of Antiques 
Roadshow 
From the tatty-old-bear found 
under the mattress that once 
lived at Buckingham Palace 
to the cracked teapot that 
eventually bought a council 
house - countless great stories 
from the Roadshow-archives.

Kevin McCloud’s Man Made 
Home
Follow Kevin repurposes, 
recycles and uses the best of 
what he can find to build his 
own dream home-away-from-
home.

Railway Walks with Julia 
Bradbury
Donning her boots, Julia Brad-
bury looks at how the rise and 
fall of the railways has altered 
the lives of communities 
across Britain.

Walking the Camino: Six 
Ways to Santiago
500 miles on foot. Bunk-beds. 
Blisters. Stunning landscapes. 
World-class snorers. Searing 
sun, freezing rain. Unexpected 
romance. Debilitating injury. 
Grief and doubt. Hunger. 
Exhaustion. New friends and 
the kindness of strangers.
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Answers | Whakautu
Across | Whakapae
1. manu
3. iti 
8. pangakupu
11. ika
12. māra
13.  rerewhenua
14. umu
15. pukapuka
16. kohikohi
19. rakuraku
21. hōiho
22. toi

Down | Whakararo
2. ngeru
4. tākaro
5. inu
6. pangahono
7. runaruna
9. maimoa
10. kurī
12. manurere 
17. hīkoi
18. puoro
20. kai
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What’s on at the library...
Story-Go-Round Pre-School Programme 
Every Wednesday during term time, 10.30 - 11.30am. 
Fun with stories, singing and crafts.

Puanga Kohanga Te Reo Pre-School Programme 
Every Thursday during term time 10.30 - 11.30am 
This programme is delivered in te reo Māori but is 
open to all.

Sit, Knit and Yarn (knitting & craft group) 
Every Friday 10.00am - 12.00pm

Clubcraft - minecraft club (registration required) 
Friday 3 November 3:30pm. Enter our minecraft 
world with other club members and help each other 
achieve this week’s minecraft challenge.

Device Advice - Every Monday at 11am. Sit with 
each other and our staff experts and get the tutoring 
you need to get the most out of your device!

Stepping Up: Spark Jump (registration required) 
Tuesday 7 November 10am. Introducing a new social 
programme bringing subsidised home broadband to 
thousands of New Zealand children.

Stepping Up: Spark Jump (registration required) 
Thursday 9 November 6pm. 

Stepping Up: Smart Phones (registration 
required) Tuesday 14 November 6pm. Learn how to 
use your smart phone for more than just phone calls.

Stepping Up: Advanced tablets (registration 
required) Tuesday 21 November 10.am.

Summer Reading Programme registraion 
Registration for the 2017/2018 Summer Reading 
Programme opens on Monday 27 November. 

BookEnds Book Club 
Monday 27 November, 1pm.  Members choose their 
own titles to discuss on the fourth Monday of each 
month.

Stepping Up:  Google Drive (registration 
required) Tuesday 28 November 10.am. Learn how 
to use Google Drive to store, create and share files

Seniors Celebrate - Spotlight On 
Tuesday, 28 November 2pm 
Speakers and entertainment for adults.

Book Bugs Final (ages 
10 - 13) Wednesday 29 
November,  
5.30 - 6.30pm
Fun for all with crafts, 
speakers, activities and 
books!

“Last Thursday” Book Club 
Thursday 30 November 7pm. Members read the 
same book and meet to discuss it and exchange 
views.

Stepping Up: Trade Me (registration required) 
Tuesday 5 December 10.am. Learn how to buy and 
sell goods using TradeMe.

Stepping Up: Ancestry (registration required) 
Tuesday 12 December 10.am. Learn tips for effective 
searching on Ancestry.com, including records that are 
available in the UK and New Zealand.

Stepping Up: Advanced Smartphones 
(registration required)  
Tuesday 19 December 10.am.


