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Welcome to our new library magazine 
‘Shelf Life’. Your Library wants you to 
receive the best service we are able to 
offer and as part of that we are constantly 
working on our conversations with our 
users.  The Masterton community is able 
to access a collection equivalent to that 
of large libraries through being part of 
SMART and as well as access to great 

collections we want you to receive reading resource and 
library information in a quality format. We believe that our 
customers deserve to receive excellence in library services 
in the widest sense.
The new magazine will be available in print, online in a magazine 
viewer and we are looking at the possibility of emailing you a 
copy, if you are interested.  Please ask at the service desk to 
be registered for this service when it is available.
We are working very hard to provide services, booklists, 
reading guides etc. that support your reading to ensure that, 
as much as possible, our borrowers are able to access what 
they want to read and are aware of the latest trends in reading.  
We also want you to know and understand how your library 
operates and feel part of a family of readers and staff.  Our 
magazine will feature information that will keep you up to 
date on where we are in providing services and what is 
coming up that you are able to take advantage of. 
We have many different services for those wanting to find 
something to read, please ask. We have a new service for 
those people who struggle to find something new and keep 
accessing the same books. Ask at the desk for a reading 
profile to be set up for you. We can then print you a list of 
books that are on the shelf that you have not read that fit 
your borrowing preferences.
If you have any suggestions for reading services please 
advise the staff. We want our services to reflect your needs 
as closely as possible.
Happy reading of this magazine and enjoy reading using the 
services we have available.
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What’s on in the Wairarapa and beyond
Story telling Guided Tours
Stonehenge Aotearoa, 51 Ahiaruhe Rd Carterton
Saturdays & Sundays, 11:00am - 12:30pm
Tickets: 0800 BUY TIX (289 849)

Wairarapa Farmers’ Market
4 Queen Street Masterton
Saturdays 9:00am - 1:00pm

Jennian Homes Mother’s Day Fun Run/Walk
Henley Lake Domain, Colombo Road, Masterton
Sunday 10 May 9:00am - 11.30am

Thomas Gaynor, Organist
St Matthew’s Anglican Church, Masterton
Wednesday 13 May, 7:30pm - 9:00pm
Door Sales Only: Unwaged, students: $10.00
Adults: $20.00, Children - free entry.

Family/Whanau Day
CLM Genesis Centre, Masterton
Sunday 17 May, 11:30am - 2:30pm
FREE for the whole family - take your togs.

The Oversew Fashion Awards
Carterton Events Centre, Holloway St, Carterton
Saturday 23 May 7:30pm and Sunday 24 May 12.30pm
Tickets: 0800 BUY TIX (289 849)

Mozart in May
Rathkeale College Auditorium, Willow Park Drive
Saturday 16 May 2pm
Tickets at the door $25

NZ Music Month Party
King Street Live, King St Masterton
Sat 2 May, 8:30pm FREE ENTRY

Abbey Road - Beatles Tribute Band
King Street Live, King Street Masterton
Saturday 23 May, 7:00pm - 11:55pm
Tickets: 0800 BUY TIX

The F Word - Sex without the Ism
Carterton Events Centre, Holloway St Carterton
Saturday 2 May, 8:00pm - 9:00pm
Rated M. TICKETS 0800 BUY TIX 

FNZAA Wellington Alumni Bird Tour at Zealandia
Zealandia Eco-Sanctuary, Waiapu Rd Karori, Wgtn
Saturday 2 May 10:30am - 1:30pm 
Tickets: 0800 BUY TIX

International Dance Day
Te Papa Wellington
Sunday May 3, 11:00am - 4:00pm
FREE. Workshops and Demonstrations all day.
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Top 10 Fiction Titles for April - RESERVE  TODAY
#1  THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN

by Paula Hawkins.
A psychological thriller set in London.

# 2  ALL THE LIGHT WE CANNOT 
SEE

by Anthony Doerr. 
The lives of a blind French girl and a 
gadget-obsessed German boy before 
and during World War II. 

# 3  THE STRANGER
by Harlan Coben.

Characters’ lives begin to fall apart as a 
mysterious stranger discloses secrets to 
them; a stand-alone thriller.

# 4  HOT PURSUIT
by Stuart Woods. 

In the 33rd Stone Barrington novel, the 
New York lawyer pursues an attractive 
pilot and must deal with her stalker 
ex-boyfriend as well as intrigue in the 
Middle East. 

#  5 FALLING IN LOVE
by Donna Leon

Commissario Guido Brunetti becomes 
involved when an obsessive fan stalks 
a diva.

#6  THE NIGHTINGALE
by Kristin Hannah

Two sisters in World War II France: one 
struggling to survive in the countryside, the 
other joining the Resistance in Paris. 

#7  AT THE WATER’S EDGE
by Sara Gruen

In the course of a search for the Loch 
Ness monster during World War II, a 
Philadelphia socialite uncovers secrets 
about her husband.
 

# 8  THE PATRIOT THREAT
 by Steve Berry

The former government operative Cotton 
Malone searches for a North Korean 
who may have acquired secret files.
  

# 9  BLOOD ON SNOW
by Jo Nesbo

A job goes wrong for an Oslo contract 
killer. 

# 10  MIRACLE AT AUGUSTA
by James Patterson and Peter de Jonge
A troubled famous golfer finds 
redemption in mentoring a talented 
teenager. 
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The recent refurbishment of Masterton District 
Library has brought renewed attention to our highly 
regarded wall hanging which adorns the North wall of 
the Library. Coincidently, this month marks the 30th 
anniversary of its unveiling which was performed on 
the 21st of May 1985 by Lady Beattie, wife of the then 
Governor General. The completed wall hanging is 1.4 
meters high, 23.4 meters long, and is estimated to 
represent 100,000 hours of endeavour on the part 
of 120 members of the Wairarapa Embroiders Guild.
The wall hanging features 102 embroidered panels, 
each depicting an aspect of the social history of 
Masterton, or local, national, and international events 
of significance to the region. Amongst the subjects 
included are the 1942 Earthquake, the opening of 
the Centrepoint Shopping Complex in 1972, and the 
1894 visit of a female American hot air balloonist. 
Guild member Liz Greville (mother of current staff 
member Paul Greville) came up with the initial concept 
for the wall-hanging and was appointed as designer/
coordinator of the project. Her work included financing, 

Hanging around the Library – for 30 years!

construction, determining the scenes to be depicted, 
and preparing drawings for each panel. These were 
allocated to Guild members, along with the required 
fabrics, threads, ribbons, buttons and beads, much of 
which was donated by the general public.  
The surviving members of the Guild recently attended 
a reunion meeting where there was much reminiscing 
over the trials and tribulations of producing the wall 
hanging, and the joy and satisfaction of creating the 
finished artwork. There has also been some discussion 
about extending the wall-hanging, enabling for the 
depiction of significant events, places and people of 
the last 30 years. In the mean-time, if you haven’t 
had an opportunity to view the embroidery we highly 
recommend you take a few minutes to do so, particularly 
now the new library decor and layout makes this even 
more worthwhile. We also have available, for borrowing 
or purchase, copies of the book ‘Masterton Library Wall 
Hanging: a Social History in Threads’ which describes 
the project and backgrounds each of the panels, and 
the individuals who worked on them.
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News from the  Tech  Department
In this months Issue the tech department, aquires a 

3D printer for demonstration to the public.

Can you remember 
40 years ago when 
producing a notice or an 
invitation involved going 
to a printing firm? Today, 
we all have the means in 
our homes to print these 
small things ourselves on 
our very own miniature 
printing presses. 
Nowadays in every home, 
we have fonts, paper 
stock and inks that would 
have made the printmen 
of yesteryear weep in 
envy.
Now, what if a similar revolution took place for 
manufacturing? Can you imagine needing, say, a new 

coffee mug and just 
printing one instead of 

buying one? A 
coathook? An 
iPhone cover?
We don’t need 
to speculate 

about this 
though.
It’s 
happening. 

Right now.

3D printing is being used to make every 
manner of objects from the oversized 
mannequins in t h e 
Gallipoli exhibit 
at Te Papa, 
to skin grafts 
in stunning 
new medical 
procedures.

Can you 
conceive how this technology is going to change our 
lives in the next few years?

We are very excited to be able to demonstrate a 3D 
printer for the next week at the Masterton Library.

3D printing is a technology with awesome potential 
to change the planet and we are already investigating 

the option of 
bringing a printer 
to you for public 
use.

Come down 
& see for 
yourselves.

The MakerBot 3D Printer in 
Action

All of the girls wanted a 3D printed 
bracelett 

The nut and bolt with a 
working thread is a sure favourte

The kids from 
the Puanga 

Kohanga 
Programme were 

mesmerised 
by Paul’s 

demonstration
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May is ... Pink Ribbon Breakfast Month
The New Zealand Breast Cancer 
Foundation (NZBCF) is inviting you 
to take part and host a Pink Ribbon 
Breakfast with your friends, family, 
colleagues and community.
If you run a Café or Restaurant, 
become an official Pink Ribbon 
Breakfast host to show your 
customers you care.
Money raised from this year’s Pink 
Ribbon Breakfasts will fund research 
projects and medical grants to help 
improve the survivorship of breast 
cancer in New Zealand. With your 
help the NZBCF can fund potentially 
life-saving research which could 

one day help your mum, your sister, 
your friend, your daughter.
Anyone can host a breakfast, all 
you need to do is invite some 
friends or family around and give 
them breakfast, morning tea, lunch 
or dinner. It can be as simple as a 
cup of coffee and a muffin, in return 
your guests give you a donation 
(for example $5 or $10) which you 
donate to NZBCF.
Register to host a Pink Ribbon 
Breakfast here https://
pinkribbonbreakfast.co.nz/register
Come into the Library for some 
‘pinkspirational ideas’

Mother’s Day Reads - Reserve a copy today
The Pink Suit

By Nicole Mary Kelby
On November 22, 1963, the 
First Lady accompanied her 
husband to Dallas, Texas, 
dressed in a pink Chanel-
style suit. Much of her 
wardrobe came from the New 
York boutique Chez Ninon, 
where a young seamstress, 
named Kate,crafted the 

outfits. When the pink suit Kate created 
becomes iconic for all the wrong reasons, 
her already fragile world, divided between 
the excess and artistry of Chez Ninon and the 
traditional values of her insular neighborhood, 
threatens to rip apart.

Wild blackberries : recipes and 
memories from a New Zealand table

By Rosie Belton
In Wild Blackberries, 
Rosie Belton has 
written not only her 
own story but also a 
social history of food in 
New Zealand. Decade 
by decade, era by era, 
she looks at what we 
ate, and how that food 

defined us—accompanying each chapter 
with the key recipes of the time delectably 
adapted for the modern cook.

Fashionably Worn 
By Leigh-Ann Pow

Former Australian Vogue editor Leigh-Ann 
Pow has a house crammed with vintage 
treasures. Fashionably Worn is her stylish 
handbook for anyone who wants to do the 
same. There are gems here too like the 
cheats’ guide to furniture styles through 
the eras, her ideas for presentation and for 
adapting vintage finds to suit your home and 
figure. This is a beautifully designed book, 
filled with inspiring images as well as tips 
on what to look out for, how to haggle and 
where to shop, plus lots of Pow’s memories 
of turning trash to treasure.
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When the post-punk-rock group 
Sonic Youth disintegrated in 2011 
following the break-up of the 
marriage of key members, Thurston 
Moore and Kim Gordon, bereft fans 
sought answers. This memoir, named 
after one of Gordon’s most hated 
interview questions (what’s it like...?) 
offers those answer openly, and 
often bitterly. But first and foremost 
it is a book about Gordon’s life, from 
growing up in California, with years 
spent in Hong Kong and Hawaii to 
starting art school and moving to 
New York. You have to get nearly 
halfway through the book before the 
story of the band even begins.
Gordon, now 61, first encountered 
music through her involvement with 
the conceptual art scene in Seventies 
New York. Her descriptions of her early twenties sound 
like a who’s who of the Seventies art scene – Jeff Koons, 
Gerhard Richter, Barbara Kruger, Jean-Michel Basquiat 
and Larry Gagosian were all in Gordon’s life, and the 
some of the juiciest bits are her snide asides about 
them (“No-one liked Jeff” and Larry has a “complete 
absence of credibility as an art dealer”). One art project 
involved creating a band and this gave Gordon the bug 
for performing.
She acknowledges that she is perceived as “cold” 
on stage and in interviews but says she’s vulnerable 
underneath and this begins to ring true in her 

Girl in a Band: A Memoir, by Kim Gordon, 
book review: Snide asides and honest insights in a memoir that rocks

descriptions of feeling awkward and 
out of place, her need to please the 
men in her life and the insights she 
shares on how women in the public 
eye still have to fit the “male gaze”.
Moore is portrayed as a deeply 
flawed, volatile character who 
Gordon loyally stood by – which 
she puts down to her relationship 
with her troubled brother, Keller. 
Keller manipulated her, but she 
nevertheless adored him: “I needed 
to believe he was larger than life, a 
distorted genius... Looking back, his 
sadism might have been a symptom 
of the disease that showed itself 
later.”
Gordon offers aching details about 
the sordid mundanity of her break-
up with Moore, such as the soap-

opera style discovery of his infidelity from text messages 
on his iPhone. One moment in the early days of their 
romance becomes a sad metaphor for the disposability 
she feels about their relationship: “Once, when his 
stapler wasn’t working, he picked it up and threw it 
through the window, shattering the glass. It scared 
me... Maybe I was a person – like a stapler – who just 
didn’t work for him any more.” It’s a quotidian image 
that accurately sums up how a relationship, even that 
of a feminist role model and music legend, can easily 
crack.    Emily Jupp - The Independant
Reserve a copy: www.library.mstn.govt.nz
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Young Adults
The Last Leaves Falling

By Sarah Benwell
In her debut YA novel, Sarah Benwell follows Japanese teenager, Sora, as he 
comes to terms with a diagnosis of the terrible Lou Gehrig disease (the medical 
name is Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis). “I have an old man’s disease,” says Sora. 
The Last Leaves Falling is a complex book that tells the story through a mixture of 
recollections, website message boards, text messages, emojis and old-fashioned 
letters. We feel the pain as we see what this fatal illness means for the boy and 
for those he loves.The story, set in an accessible modern Japan, is about life and 
death. It’s also about the power of friendship and connection.
Reserve a copy: www.library.mstn.govt.nz

May the 4th is 
Star Wars Day 
Join us as we 
celebrate with a 
StarWars Marathon.

We will be 
Screening All of the 
Star Wars episodes 
in the young adult 
area. Join us!   

***
Follow us on 
facebook and 
keep up to date 
with the latest 
books, happenings, 
events, news and 
giveaways.
www.facebook.com/
mstnlibrary
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What is NZ Music Month?
Firmly entrenched as part of our c u l t u r a l 
landscape, over the course of the 
last decade the month of May has 
gone from a period of encouraging 
radio to play more local tunes, to a 31 day 
celebration of homegrown talent across the 
length and breadth of the country.
NZ Music Month is a promotion run by the NZ Music 
Commission that takes place each May, in association 
with other organisations including NZ On Air, Recorded 
Music New Zealand, APRA, The Music Managers 
Forum, and the Radio Broadcasters Association. 
And obviously NZ Music Month could not succeed 
without the support of the country’s labels, media, 
the general public, and, most importantly, the artists 
themselves.
Here at NZ Music Month HQ we can still remember back 
to the year 2000 when it all kicked off. There was plenty 
of great music being made but not enough people got 
to hear it, see it, or have it on their shelves. It’s bloody 
marvellous to see how far things have come.
With local music of so many different kinds 
blasting through our airwaves, soaring off stages, 
webpagesand apps, and rumbling out of 
ludicrously lowered cars at the lights these 
days it is hard to fathom why things 
weren’t like this earlier. Well, along 
with the vast amount of talented 
musicians responsible for 
all the great songs, and 
the hardworking folks 
who support them 
professionally and 

At King Street Live
Saturday 2nd May  

NZ Music 
Month Party

Featuring
 Lakota • Circa • Masterhuna

Free Entry
Music from 8.30pm

personally, we’d like to think that NZ Music Month has 
played a part.
We want to help you get to great gigs, make new musical 
discoveries, and get excited about your faves from the 

past. With a bunch of new releases looming 
o v e r the horizon, hundreds of gigs 

around the country, and media of 
all kinds gearing up to get behind 
NZ Music Month you won’t be 
able to miss it.
NZ Music Month will also be 

spreading the word about everything 
else that’s going on around Aotearoa, 
so stay tuned for our personal picks 
throughout May and dig deep into our 

comprehensive gig guide to find gems 
that tickle your fancy.

Catch you out there...
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JUNIOR PAGE

CALLING ALL 10 - 12 YEAR OLDS
We are looking to start a book club!  come along 

on Wednesday the 6th May 5.30 - 6.30 Masterton  Library
 

A

There have been lots 
of fun goings-on in 
the junior section of 
the library over April, 
including our school 
holiday progaramme 
which was very 
ANZAC focused. 
The first week we 
made paper 
poppies and 
listened to 
stories.
Neil Frances 
from the 
Wai rarapa 
Archive gave 

us a presentation about what life was like for 
a solider. He bought along a gun with bayonet 
which belonged to his grandfather and was 
used in the war. We ate ‘hard tack’ and tried 
‘bully beef’ - food that the WWI ANZAC soldiers 
ate in the trenches. 

Georgia-May has a 
new Puanga Kohanga 
Programme on Thursday 
mornings between 10:30 
and 11:30 am. Stories, 
activities, guest speakers 
and crafts with a Māori 
focus so sessions are 
mainly in Te Reo Māori 

with some English. Last 
week we made medals. and 
watched the 3D printer making 
a bracelet. If you would like to 
know more about Puanga 
Kohanga, get in touch with 
Georgia-May, as spaces are 
limited.
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FROM THE NET
Here’s a few shots of our 
Coding Workshop from 
Wednesday April 15.
31 ordinary kiwi kids 
showed up, sat down, and 6 
hours later they had written, 
populated and published 
their own websites!
Hats off to you, my 
Generation-Y friends, thou 
art legends...
Follow us on facebook to 
stay informed about events 
like these. There is another 
coding workshop in the 
pipeline, stay tuned for 
information.

Coding Workshop

facebook.com/mstnlibrary
Follow us on facebook and go into the draw to win a 
voucher for 2 amazing ice chocolate/coffee from Cafe 
Trocadero. We will draw a winner when we hit 600 likes.  All 
of our followers will be in the draw! Share our page and get 
your friends to hit like too.


