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Like us on Facebook for the 
latest Library news, events, 
and some random fun stuff.

Two magazine titles available on Zinio through 
Masterton District Library.

NZ TODAY features 
real stories, 
captured off the 
beaten track, set in 
amazing locations, 
coupled with 
human elements 
stories, supported 
by incredible 
photographs.

Packed with 
innovative ideas 
and clear advice - 
Gardner’s World 
offers creative, 
practical and 
problem-solving 
solutions to all 
keen gardeners. 
The award-winning 
editorial includes 
advice and features 
from the top names 
in BBC gardening.
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From your library... Library Manager, Sandy Green

The library’s collection of drama, crime and comedy series from BBC and other British 
production companies are our most borrowed DVDs. Many of them are reserved by 
borrowers before they even hit the shelves. Although Netflix and Lightbox are becoming 
widely used there is still a demand for the DVDs and we continue to add to these collections. 

British historical fiction is the most popular, with readers enjoying the histories of the Kings and Queens 
and the royal families and statesmen that ruled Britain and the stories around the two World Wars. 
Two of the most popular authors currently are Diney Costeloe and Nadine Dorries, both new authors for 
Masterton Library. 

The British can’t be matched for police procedural crime writing series. Many of the series of books have 
been made into television series with Detective Morse and Lewis and Vera Stanhope being extremely 
popular in print and on DVD. The popularity of the Grantchester television series has led to the books by 
James Runcie being republished. We have some of these available and will add more as they become 
available. To assist with your reading choices we have British Crime author lists – just ask the staff. 

Irish authors are becoming very popular, following in the footsteps of Maeve Binchy are contemporary 
authors Patricia Scanlan, Cathy Kelly, Marian Keyes and Anna McPartlin. For the men try Brian McGilloway 
and Adrian McKinty for gritty crime fiction.

We can only place trust in our All Blacks to ensure that the ‘Best of British’ does not become the ‘Best of 
Rugby’ when we are visited by the Lions this month. Enjoy the rugby series and some of the best of British 
the library has on offer this winter. 

Other great British crime-fighting DVD titles at the library
Cadfael 
A Crusader-turned-Monk uses 
his botanical knowledge to solve 
mysteries in the old Norman England 
town of Shrewsbury.

New Tricks
Three retired police officers are 
drafted in to solve cold cases, with a 
touch of comedy and drama.

Death in Paradise 
A British inspector is transferred to the 
Caribbean paradise island of Saint-
Marie, but he hates the sun, sea, and 
sand.

A Touch of Frost 
An unconventional policeman with 
sympathy for the underdog and an 
instinct for moral justice. Sloppy, 
disorganised and disrespectful, he 
attracts trouble like a magnet.
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I opened a book and in  
I strode
I opened a book and in I strode.

Now nobody can find me.

I’ve left my chair, my house, my road,

My town and my world behind me.

I’m wearing the cloak, I’ve slipped on the 

ring,

I’ve swallowed the magic potion.

I’ve fought with a dragon, dined with a king

And dived in a bottomless ocean.

I opened a book and made some friends.

I shared their tears and laughter

And followed their road with its bumps and 

bends

To the happily ever after.

I finished my book and out I came.

The cloak can no longer hide me.

My chair and my house are just the same,

But I have a book inside me.

– Julia Donaldson



Masterton District Library          Shelf Life

June  2017     |     Page 5

The best of British for our 
younger readers

Picture books

Mr Gumpy’s Outing by John Burningham 

The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen

Junior Talking Book

Claire Bean by Lauren Child

Junior  Fiction

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl

Gangsta Granny by David Walliams

Harry Potter by JK Rowling

The Sleeper and the Spindle by Neil Gaiman

Junior Graphic Novels

Alex Rider by Anthony Horowitz

Tracy Baker by Jacqueline Wilson 

Young Adult 

His Dark Materials by Philip Pullman  

Noughts & Crosses by Malorie Blackman
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Getting to know your library staff...
You might have noticed a few new faces at the library. We’ll introduce them in 
the next few editions of Shelf Life.

First up...

What is your name? Tēnā koutou. My name is Natasha van Gulick and I am 
one of the three new Team Librarians. 

Where were you born? Rotorua Hospital. 

Favourite book from your childhood? The Garden of the Gods by Gerald 
Durrell. This very funny book, which is based on the author’s life, suits all 
ages. An unusual thing I have learnt while working at the library is that other 
countries sometimes publish books under different titles. In the USA this book 
was called Fauna and Family. A trilogy called The Corfu Trilogy was released in 
2003. 

Have you had any previous, non-librarian, jobs? Retail, dairy farming, 
agriculture and education. 

What are you reading at the moment? Magic Shifts by Ilona Andrews, one of the 17 
books in The Kate Daniels Series. This book talks about how Kate Daniels and her partner 
work together to help fight an ancient enemy.

If you had one magazine subscription it would be for... NZ Rugby World. I am a real 
rugby fan and I have been taking both my sons and my daughter to their rugby over the 
last ten years. Luckily for me NZ Rugby World is free for all library members on Zinio. Zinio 
is available on the library home page and has over 40 other magazines that can be read 
for free. 

Name a book you haven’t read but know you should: A book that I am hoping to read 
soon is Kimihia te Mea Ngaro/Seek That Which is Lost by Bruce Biggs. This book is based 

on a lecture that he gave focusing on Māori from pre-1800’s and talks about traditional Māori knowledge, 
tribal knowledge, whare-wananga, and the development of Māori language and culture in New Zealand. 

If you were stranded on a desert island, what one book would you want with you? Beast Behaving 
Badly by Shelly Laurenston. This is another funny book about a group of shape shifters and the lives that they 
lead. It would keep me laughing while in the direst of circumstances.
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Bring in a non-perishable food item and we will take $5 
(or equivalent to the value of your item) off your fines!

The FoodBank is in particular need of jam, pasta, noodles, 
cereal and teabags (please no pet food or food past its use-by date).

Offer valid for June 2017 only.

Matariki is the Māori name for the cluster of stars known as the Pleiades. 

Matariki rises in the north-eastern skies and this year it begins on the 25th of June. It 
signals to Māori that the New Year will begin. 

In one tradition, Matariki is the mother surrounded by her six daughters, Tupu-a-nuku, 
Tupu-a-rangi, Waitī, Waitā, Waipuna-a-rangi and Ururangi.

Matariki is a time to gather with family and friends to reflect on the past, celebrate the 
present, and plan for the future.

This year we will be holding an evening event on Thursday the 29th of June from 
5.30pm at the library to celebrate Matariki. We will have some storytelling, kapa haka 
performance, star-gazing and light refreshments. 

Matariki

FOOD FOR FAMILIES • FOOD FOR FAMILIES • FOOD FOR FAMILIES • FOOD FOR FAMILIES

FOOD FOR FINES 
FOOD FOR FAMILIES • FOOD FOR FAMILIES • FOOD FOR FAMILIES • FOOD FOR FAMILIES
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Sometimes the best of British turns out to be the best of 
Masterton!

In the early years in the 20th century three Wrigley brothers were 
mainstays of the Wairarapa rugby team – Tom, Harry and the youngest 
ever All Black (until displaced in 1904 by Jonah Lomu) – Edgar.

By the time the 1908 Lions played in Masterton Harry and Tom had 
retired, and Edgar was overseas, playing for the “Pro-Blacks” – New 
Zealand’s first Rugby league team. Wrigley played eight games for the 
New Zealand team, becoming known as a good three-quarters and a 
reliable goal kicker.

He moved to England, playing at Huddersfield for over 150 games, 
including playing in the cup finals on three occasions. Masterton 
newspapers liked to report on his success. In 1912 it was said he was 
looked upon as the most dangerous scoring ¾ in the Northern Union, 
the newspaper was mourning that he was a big loss to the game here.

Edgar Wrigley left Huddersfield to play for Hunslet in 1914, the fee of 
£500 being the second highest then paid for a player in the Northern 
Union. The following year he was reported to have joined the British 
expeditionary force in World War One.

When he had finished playing, Wrigley coached both Bradford Northern and Hull teams, before returning 
to Huddersfield to coach the senior team. Tony Collins, in ‘Rugby League in Twentieth Century Britain’, 
records that he could not replicate his glory days as a player, and was not a favourite of the team.

Edgar Wrigley married in England and stayed there after his sporting days ended. He died in Huddersfield 
in June 1958. The Wairarapa Times-Age reported his death, saying he was the last member of the rugby 
playing Wrigleys, commenting that in England he was considered one of the best of British Rugby League 
three-quarters ever seen.

Gareth Winter

From the archives
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English gardens
British Gardens in Time (DVD)

A look at four iconic 
gardens created during 
four very different 
eras, each garden 
giving us a fascinating 
window into a different 
century and the people 
that created it.

A Year at Kew (DVD)

Gardens of the National Trust (635.9) 

Kew on a Plate (641.5 BLA)

The story of the year, 
from the buds of spring 
to the sweltering days 
of summer. We see the 
arrival of wallabies at 
Kew, the planting of 
a new Mediterranean 
garden and the first 
steps in trying to re-
construct a botanical 
garden in Montserrat 
that was destroyed by a 
volcano. 

Raymond Blanc and 
Royal Botanic Gardens 
create a stunning 
kitchen garden at 
Kew to showcase the 
heritage and botany of 
the UK’s favorite plants 
and uncover their 
growing and cooking 
secrets. 

A vivid historical and 
horticultural picture of 
the individual gardens, 
placing them firmly 
within the context of 
gardening history in 
Britain.
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Good old English bread 
pudding with chocolate
500g white bread
500ml milk
1 tbsp cocoa powder
1 tsp mixed spice
10g butter for greasing the dish
100g dried cranberries or raisins
250g chocolate drops, chocolate chips or cooking chocolate cut into small pieces
100g brown sugar, plus extra for dusting
1 tsp vanilla essence
1 egg

Rip your bread into bite-sized pieces and put into a large bowl. Pour the milk into a jug and microwave it for 
about 30 seconds. You want it warm but not hot. Pop your finger in to test it (then just give it a quick lick – 
no one is looking).

Sprinkle in the cocoa powder and mixed spice and give it a good stir. You now have aromatic chocolate milk. 
Pour this over the bread and mix well. Cover and set aside for 30 minutes so the bread can soak up all the 
lovely flavours.

Preheat the oven to 175°C. Take your butter and generously grease an ovenproof dish.

The bread should now be quite swollen, sticky and wet, with all the milk ab-
sorbed. If you still have a little at the bottom of the bowl, pour it off. Now add the 
rest of your ingredients and combine well. You should be able to drop the mixture 
from a spoon without too much effort. Pour into the greased dish, spreading it 
out evenly. Dust the top with a little more brown sugar. Bake for 1-1¼ hours until 
the edges are really crispy but the middle still gooey. If your pudding is getting a 
little too brown before it’s cooked, cover it with foil.

This can be served in large slabs as a dessert, with oodles of custard, or as a 
slice with a nice mug of Rosie Lee (tea).

Union Jax: Back to Blighty by Jax Hamilton. Published by Bateman, 2013. 641.5 
HAM
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What’s on in the library this month...
BookEnds Book Club
Monday 26 June, 1pm
Members choose their own titles to discuss on the 
fourth Monday of each month.

Stepping Up: Home Finances (registration  
required) Thursday 29 June, 10am
Learn about the concepts of banking online and 
use Microsoft Excel for creating a household 
budget.

Matariki 
Thursday 29 June 5.30pm
Storytelling, kapa haka performance, star-gazing 
and light refreshments.

“Last Thursday” Book Club
Thursday 29  June 7pm
Members read the same book and meet to 
discuss it and exchange views.

Seniors Celebrate - Spotlight On
Tuesday 27 June, 2pm

If required, you can register for our events at 
https://masterton.spydus.co.nz/events

You can find this link at the home page of the 
library website.

Puanga Kohanga Te Reo Pre-School Programme
Every Thursday during term time 10.30 - 11.30am
This programme is delivered in te reo Māori but is 
open to all.

Device Advice
Every Monday at 11am. Sit with each other and our 
staff experts and get the tutoring you need to get the 
most out of your device!

Book Bugs Book Club (ages 10 - 13)
Wednesday 7 June, 5.30 - 6.30pm
Fun for all with crafts, speakers, activities and books!

Stepping Up: Google (registration required)
Monday 12 June 10am - 12 noon
Using Google for finding information on the internet.

Story-Go-Round Pre-School Programme
Every Wednesday during term time, 10.30 - 11.30am
Fun with stories, singing and crafts.

Sit, Knit and Yarn (knitting & craft group)
Every Friday 10.00am - 12.00pm

Stepping Up: WORD 1 (registration required)
Friday 16 June 10am - 12 noon 
An introduction to Microsoft Word. You will learn 
about basic formatting and how to use Word to 
create a document.

Stepping Up: Ancestry (registration required)
Monday 19 June 10am - 12 noon
Tips for effective searching on Ancestry.com.
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Registration for the 2017 
Winter Warmers Reading Programme 

opens at Masterton Library
19 June 2017

The programme runs from 26 June to 4 August.

Places are limited so make sure to register (online or at the library) to avoid 
disappointment.

Participation in the Winter Warmers Reading Programme is free thanks to the 
generous sponsorship of the Eastern & Central Community Trust.

Winter Warmers is a free 
and fun incentive-based 
reading programme for 
children aged from 3 years 
to intermediate, which runs 
over a six week period. 

Children enrolled in the  
programme receive a  
booklet in which they write 
reviews, draw pictures and 
design covers for the books 
they’ve read.


