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COVER: Scientists are divided on how long dogs and humans have 
lived alongside each other, with estimates ranging between 18,800 
and 32,100 years. Either way it’s a long time and little surprise then 
that dogs should feature prominently in the library’s collection, in 
both fiction and non-fiction books. This month’s issue looks at some 
of the famous dogs you can read about in our collection and the 
many books available on training and caring for your dog.

Compiled by Jon Adams, Masterton District Library
jona@library.mstn.govt.nz

Getting to know your Library 
Staff in ten questions...
What is your name?
Mary Buckner

Where were you born?
Wales

Favourite book from your 
childhood?
Pippi Longstocking or The 
Incredible Journey

What is your position at Masterton Library?
Team Librarian (casual)

Have you had any previous, non-librarian, jobs?
Hotel Reception, Waitress, Bottle Store Attendant, 
Office Manager, Chemist Assistant

Name the book you are reading at the moment:
The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up by Marie 
Kondo and Tigers at Awhitu by Sarah Broom

Name a book you haven’t read but know you 
should:
The Golden Bough by James George Frazer

If you had one magazine subscription it would 
be for:
Selvedge

Favourite place to read:
The two chairs my parents brought out from England, 
with my feet in the sun.

If you were stranded on a desert island, what 
one book would you want with you?
The biggest collection of world poetry I could find. 
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From your Library... Library Manager, Sandy Green

MATARIKI
Matariki is the Māori name for the star cluster also known as the Pleiades, and its appearance 
in the night sky traditionally marked the beginning of the Māori New Year. Matariki is strongly 
connected to the changing seasons and the passing of time. It is a time to acknowledge those who 
have departed, to give thanks to the land, the sea, and the sky, and to celebrate new beginnings. 
Different tribes celebrated Matariki at different times but from the early 2000s the first  new moon 
following the rising of the star cluster has been set as the start of Matariki, and this year it will 
begin on the 6th of June.

Masterton Library will be marking Matariki with our Story-Go-Round pre-school programme on the 
8th of June, our Puanga Kohanga per-school programme on the 9th of June, a Matariki colouring 
competition, and a Matariki display. If anyone wants a closer look at Matariki or any other 
celestial body, don’t forget that the library has two telescopes available for borrowing.

   Once again I am struggling to theme my editorial to the theme of the publication. Dogs are loyal 
companions and able to sense your emotions, but very cleverly know when your back is turned 
and how to take advantage! From a library perspective we see this in library books returned to 
us that are reported to have been ‘chewed by the dog’. Sometimes borrowers go to great lengths 
to purchase a replacement copy - we prefer that customers report the damage to us and we will 

make an appropriate charge for the item. Sometimes it will only  be a nominal charge for the damage and other 
important points to note are: 
• We purchase items for the library at a considerable discount and only charge the borrower the   
 discounted price, sometimes 30-40% off the retail price.
• If the item is older, or one that we do not want to replace with the exact item, we are able to make that  
 decision and purchase an alternative title. 
• We are purchasing most of our materials from overseas already processed, covered, labelled etc. and  
 would prefer to replace an item this way.

   We fully understand that things happen that you have no control over like the dog, sometimes children, or falling 
asleep in the bath, and are happy to negotiate with you when such a situation arises. Please approach the staff 
and discuss it with them before taking any action yourself. Lost or damaged items are something we deal with 
regularly and are all part of providing a library service that issues over 270,000 items a year. The percentage that 
are returned damaged is very small and to be expected.
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   Dogs have been companions for humans for many millennia, so it’s logical that they should feature prominently 
in literature. One of the first dogs to be named in Western Literature is Argos, Odysseus’ dog who waited twenty 
years for his master to return and was the only one to recognise him when he did. His characteristics of loyalty 
and devotion are ones we find most admirable in dogs, and are echoed in many other noble dogs throughout 
literature.
   There are also dogs however in who we recognise other, perhaps less admirable, characteristics such as 
disobedience, wilfulness, and a seemingly inexhaustible appetite. In truth, just as there are many and varied 
breeds of dogs there are many different types of dogs in literature, from the brave, intelligent collie in Lassie 
Come Home, to Gaspode, the incredibly intelligent talking dog from Terry Pratchett’s Discworld series.  There 
are also the likes of Kipper, Clifford the Big Red Dog and Spot, beloved by children around the world. Below is a 
pack of literary dogs. Can you match them to the books they come from? Answers at bottom of page.

Snowy

Dogmatix

Toto

Buck

Timmy

Fang

Nana

Perdita & Pongo

Wellington

Tock

ANSWERS: Snowy - The Adventures of Tintin; Dogmatix - Asterix; Toto - The Wizard of Oz; Buck - Call of the 
Wild; Timmy - The Famous Five; Fang - Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone; Nana - Peter Pan; Perdita 
& Pongo - The Hundred and One Dalmatians; Wellington - The  Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night 
Time; Tock - The Phantom Tollbooth.

 Call of the Wild / Jack London

 The Phantom Tollbooth / Norton Juster

 Peter Pan / J.M. Barrie

 The Hundred and One Dalmatians / Dodie Smith

 Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone / J.K. Rowling

 The Famous Five / Enid Blyton

 The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time / Mark Haddon

 The Adventures of Tintin / Herge

 Asterix / Goscinny & Uderzo

 The Wizard of Oz / L. Frank Baum

Gone to the Dogs - Fiction
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   Owning a dog can bring great enjoyment to our lives, but it is a big commitment and should be undertaken only 
with a good understanding of their dietary, exercise, housing and social needs. There is a tremendous variety in 
dog breeds, from Great Dane to Chihuahua and choosing from the many and varied types of dogs is an important 
consideration. The library holds several encyclopedias of dog breeds and many books dedicated to specific breeds 
including Labrador, Bichon Frise, and Jack Russell 
Terriers.
   Training is a vitally important aspect of owning a dog - not 
only does it make your dog safer and more manageable, 
it also gives them some mental exercise and dogs feel 
confident and settled when they know they are doing the 
right thing. The Library holds many books on dog training 
including several by celebrity dog trainer Cesar Millan, 
Dog Training for Dummies by Jack and Wendy Volhard, 
and Katz on Dogs: a Commonsense Guide to Training 
and Living with Dogs by the ironically named Jon Katz. 
As the picture to the right shows however, unfortunately 
even the best of intentions can go awry.
   Happy, well-trained and well cared for dogs can make 
wonderful companions, and the Library holds many books that relate the incredible true stories of dogs, and the 
positive role they have played in their owners lives. Until Tuesday by former US Army captain Carlos Montalvan 
with Bret Witter, tells of how a golden retriever named Tuesday helped him recover and rehabilitate from physical 
disabilities, agoraphobia and Post Traumatic Stress after a seveteen-year military career. It’s All About Treo by 
Dave Heyhoe with Damien Lewis describes the amazing bond formed between dog handler Dave Heyhoe and his 
black Labrador/Springer Spaniel cross Treo, an Arms and Explosive Search dog, charged with sniffing out bombs 
set by the Taliban in Afghanistan. Chandi by Tina Humphrey tells the story of a frightened, abandoned puppy who 
was rescued from a pound and went on to win awards at the famous Crufts dog show and was a finalist on Britain’s 
Got Talent. Sophie - Dog Overboard is the story of Sophie an Australian Blue Heeler who fell overboard from her 
family’s motor boat near  the Great Barrier Reef, swam for five miles and lived for four months as a castaway on a 
desert island, essentially turning into a wild dog until being reunited with her family.       
   Sometimes the canine subjects of books are not always incredibly loyal or brave, but are loveable none-the-
less. Columnist John Grogan has written about his Labrador Marley, who despite being highly strung, boisterous, 
endlessly hungry and sometimes destructive, is without malice, has a heart of gold, and is completely devoted  to 
his family. He became a much-loved pet and his story, told in Marley and Me, was also adapted for a film of the 
same name.

Gone to the Dogs - Non-Fiction
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All our usual programmes will be running this month including Story-Go-Round Pre-School Programme on 
Wed. 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 June; Puanga Kohanga Te Reo Pre-School Programme on Thu. 2, 9, 16, 23, and 
30 June; Masterton Library Book Club on Mon. 27 June; and Seniors Celebrate on Tue. 28 June. We also 
have registration for the Winter Warmers Reading Programme, either online or at the Library from Mon. 13 
June and the programme itself starts on the 27th of June.

There are lots of events and activities happening at the Library over the next few months. Check them out on our 
new Events programme https://masterton.spydus.co.nz/events. 

 Niall De Burca - Carterton Events Centre - Thursday 23rd June
Celebrated Irish storyteller Niall De Burca will be performing at the 
Carterton Events Centre on the 23rd of June. His show, which is suitable 
for older children and adults, runs from 7 - 8 pm, and entrance is by gold 
coin donation. Niall De Burca was born in Ireland, emigrated to NZ at a 
young age, and then returned to Ireland where he is now based. de Burca 
is now regarded as one of Ireland’s most dynamic and original storytellers 
who performs around the world. 
“His ability to evoke a wide range of emotions from his rapt audience 
enables him to bewitch people with his stories...” Vienna Review of Books

What’s on in the Library...
Masterton Library Knit-O-Rama
Friday 17th June
A day long celebration of all things knitted including learn-to-knit or crochet sessions for adults 
and children; an exploration into the wealth of knitting and crochet resources and ideas available 
online; and archivist Gareth Winter’s family history of knitting.

Come and share your knitting or crocheting skills, resources, patterns and ideas with others, and 
learn new techniques to aid your crafting.

All adult participants go in the draw to win a knitting-themed bone china mug.
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From The Wairarapa Archive...
Dogged determination.

Although we are accustomed to think of dogs as a European introduction to New Zealand, our 
country’s first dogs arrived in waka from Polynesia with their Maori owners.  Once in New Zealand 
these dogs, known to Maori as kuri, evolved to become a little larger than their kin in the islands.  
They were used for hunting, but were also eaten as a delicacy, and their skins were made into cloaks.

On one occasion a Hawkes Bay chief Hikawera determined to provide a glorious feast for some 
honoured guests, and ordered the preparation of 70 dogs for the hangi. The remains were cast into 
a nearby river, giving it its name, Tutaekuri, dog offal.

A legend also surrounds the naming of the Masterton stream and suburb of Kuripuni.  In 1908 William 
Iorns retold the story of Haere, a well-known chief, who was camped near the stream.  Haere had a 
favourite dog which became ill while at the camp, eventually becoming constipated,  leading to the 
name Kuri (dog) puni (closed up) – Kuripuni.

Brenda Arnot, whose father William Donald had farmed the area before Masterton was established, 
said her father had been told Kuripuni meant “decomposed dog”. This did not seem to worry anybody 
until those living in the area thought it unseemly to have their suburb named after a constipated dog, 
and they agitated to have suburb renamed “Masterton South”.  Fortunately the idea was defeated, 
and the stream and the suburb still glory in the 
name bestowed by Haere and his costive dog, 
hundreds of years ago.

Gareth Winter

Kuri, Canis lupus familiaris, collected 
1876, between “Waikava” & Mataura 
plains, Catlins, New Zealand. Gift of 
Mr Anderson, 1876. CC BY-NC-ND 
licence. Te Papa (LM000828)
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 Two of New Zealand’s most popular and famous literary characters are dogs - Lynley Dodd’s 
Hairy Maclary, and Murray Ball’s ‘The Dog’ from the Footroot Flats comic strips. These iconic Kiwi 
characters have enchanted generations of New Zealanders with their humorous exploits, many of 
which stem from their essential dog characteristics, especially a love of food. Masterton Library has 
a large range of  both Hairy Maclary and Footrot Flats books for anyone wanting to discover (or re-
discover) the adventures of these loveable canines
  
 Hairy Maclary first appeared in the 1983 picture book Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s Dairy by Lynley 
Dodd. He has gone on to appear in nine more books and helped spark a series that has sold more than five 
million copies worldwide. They have also been translated into a number of different languages including Swedish, 
Russian, and Chinese. Although some of his fellow characters are identifiable breeds (Bottomley Potts covered in 
spots or Schnitzel von Krumm with a very low tum for example) Hairy Maclary’s specific breed in never mentioned. 
Some have suggested he has the characteristics of an Affenpinscher, although his creator suggests he is a 
mixture of several terriers she has known.
 Born and educated in New Zealand, author and illustrator Lynley Dodd is a graduate of the Elam School 
of Fine Art in Auckland and now lives in rural Tauranga. Her first published illustrations were for My Cat Likes 
to Hide in Boxes by Eve Sutton for which they won they Esther Glen Award in 1975. She has gone on to win 
numerous other awards including an honorary doctorate from the University of Waikato, and in 2002 Lynley was 
made a Distinguished Companion of the New Zealand Order of Merit. 
 The Hairy Maclary books have become firm family favourites. They stick to a winning formula of double 
pages with rhyming verse on one side, and a full page picture on the other. The rhyming text makes the books 
easy for youngsters to memorise and the format of a short but wide book makes them ideal for sharing - a child 
can sit beside an adult and have full view of the picture page while the adult reads the words.

   Out of the gate
   and off for a walk
   went Hairy Maclary
   from Donaldson’s Dairy 

The Top Dogs in New Zealand Literature
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 “The Dog” (his true name being a fiercely kept, and presumably highly embarrassing secret) was the 
main character of Murray Ball’s Footrot Flats, a comic strip which was published between 1976 and 1994 and 
occasional books up until the year 2000. The Dog is a border collie sheepdog, mostly loyal to his master Wal 
Footroot who farms a 400 acre block between the Ureweras and the sea, close to the fictional town of Raupo. 
He is a highly intelligent animal and generally keen to please, but his devotion to his owner can be tested by his 
independent streak, a strong sense for self-preservation, and an active imagination, particularly when it comes 
to opportunities to expand his diet.
 Footrot Flats creator Murray Ball was born in Fielding in 1939 and grew up in New Zealand, Australia 
and South Africa. As a young man he worked as a reporter for the Dominion Post and then cartoonist for the    
Manawatu Times before moving to Scotland where he developed the comic strip Stanley the Palaeolithic 
Hero which was published in Punch magazine (and went on to become Punch’s longest running comic strip). 
He returned with his family to New Zealand and in 1976 began producing Footrot Flats for The Evening Post. 
Footrot Flats soon became Ball’s main focus and in New Zealand at least, his most popular and widely known 
work. Along with being published in newspapers around the world, from Australia to Norway, it was published in 
27 numbered books, 8 books collecting the longer Sunday newspaper strips, five smaller ‘pocket’ books, and 
various related publications. In 2002 Murray Ball became an officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit and he 
currently lives with his wife Pam on a rural property in Gisborne.
 Footrots Flats has become part of the New 
Zealand cultural landscape and has been made into a 
musical and a movie featuring the music of another New 
Zealand icon, Dave Dobbyn. Part of its attraction is the 
nostalgic appeal of its depiction of a rural life that fewer 
and fewer New Zealanders now have an actual connection 
to. It is a world of simple, low-tech activity and one in which 
a ‘She’ll be right’ and no.8 wire philosophy reign supreme. 
A lot of its appeal can also be attached to ‘the Dog’. He 
is the perennial underdog, sometimes poorly (but not 
cruelly) treated by Wal Footroot, and his place in the farm 
pecking order is down somewhere between the geese and 
the chickens. He is ever the optimist however, who dreams 
big, champions the downtrodden, and who through 
effort, cunning, and occasionally sheer stubbornness, 
sometimes, just sometimes, has his day. 



Shelf Life          Masterton District Library

Page 10     |    June  2016

- the most popular titles

   In December last year Masterton District Library started offering Zinio to our borrowers, an 
eMagazine portal enabling them to download, or read online, copies of a range of magazines. Six 
months on seems a good time to review which titles have been the most popular with our borrowers.  
The top 10 magazine titles so far are...

It is interesting to see that several of the titles that have been popular with our borrowers through 
Zinio are titles that we already have a print subscription to. Some borrowers will understandably 
have a preference for print, but the great thing about Zinio is that so many more people can have 
access to a copy of the magazine at one time. Joining Zinio is easy, and all you need is a Masterton 
Library card and an email address. Just talk to a member of staff if you would like some help 
signing up.

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10



Masterton District Library          Shelf Life

June  2016     |     Page 11

Featured Author : Joe Bennett 
   Writer and columnist Joe Bennett was a recent visitor to the Wairarapa featuring twice in the Yarns in Barns 
programme, once in conversation with Kate de Goldi, and once in the WBS ‘Yarn in a Barn’ alongside Colin Hogg 
and our very own Gareth Winter. Bennett was born in England in 1957 but has lived in New Zealand since 1987, 
currently living in Lyttelton (against the wishes of city authorities who wanted to demolish his home following 
the 2011 earthquake). Bennett studied at the University of Cambridge and worked as an English teacher before 
becoming a full-time writer, teaching at one of Christchurch’s leading schools, Christ’s College.
   Bennett’s newspaper columns are syndicated throughout the country and on five occasions he has been 
judged New Zealand Columnist of the Year. Thirteen collections of his columns have been published in New 
Zealand and three world wide. He has also had four travel books published by Simon and Schuster UK. One 
of these, Where Underpants Come From, was the Whitcoulls Travcom Travel Book of the Year in 2009. This 
book, subtitled From checkout to cotton field - Travels through the new China sheds light on the intricacies of 
global commerce as Bennett takes the reader on a humorous and informative journey through the economics 
and exchanges of one of the world’s fastest growing economies.
   In October last year Bennett released King Rich his first novel, which is set amid the physical and emotional 
devastation of the 2011 Christchurch Earthquake. The story had its genesis in a story Bennett heard about a 
vagrant man living in the condemned Grand Chancellor Hotel. The novel contains Bennett’s trade mark humour, 
but it is tempered by a sense of loneliness,  explores our need for companionship, and features a slowly revealed 
love story. It also involves a dog named Friday. 

   Bennett is well-known as 
a lover of dogs, something 
reflected in the titles of 
many of his books including 
Just Walking the Dogs 
(1988), So Help Me Dog 
(2000), Unmuzzled (2004) 
and Down Boy (2006) - 
all of which are available 
from Masterton or the other 
SMART Libraries. To the left 
is Bennett with his dog  Blue. 
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Registration for the 2016 

Winter Warmers 
Reading 

Programme 

begins at Masterton Library from

 13 June 2016

The Winter Warmers Programme runs from 
the 27th of June to the 5th of August.

Places are limited so make sure to 
register (online or at the library) to avoid 

disappointment.

Participation in the Winter Warmers 
Reading Programme is free thanks to the 
generous sponsorship of the Eastern & 

Central Community Trust.

Like us on Facebook for the latest 
Library news, events, and some 

random fun stuff.


